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pR AYE R: 


A Serious * an 3 Dil 
cCourſe of Right Prayer, in the 


1 leveral Queſtions followi we, 1 
I. Who is that Man whom God will} | | 
. youchſafes to hear in Prayer? 1 
II. What that Prayer is that God will ac- 
| cept as pleaſing to him? 
III. Wherher it be the Duty of an Un- 
converred Man to Pray to God, ſceing 
"| | all ſuch a Man doth is Sin? 
IV. Whether ir be the Dury of an Awaken-| | | 
' | ed Sinner to uſe a Set Form of Prayer? | | 
| |V. Whether the Gift of Pra * doth prove Fg 
j the Man in a Regenerate State? 34 
VI. What is chat Spirit of Prayer which 1 
proves a Man to be Regenerate? a 
VII. The Believer's Encouragement to the ES 
Duty ct Prayer. 1 
VIII. 3 to the moſt Material Ob. 1 
I jections made = the Eeliever a 1 
himſelf. | os 2 
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10 THEE 46 


Impartial and Unprejudiced 52 


Courteous Reader, 


with a ſmall Trad Stil d, A 


| ſerious Diſcourle upon Right 


Prayer. 4A Subjedt which many 
talk and diſpute about, but few (yea, 


very fem) of thoſe Talkers and 
Diſputers ao ſavingly underſtand... 


To whom may (very aptly) be apply 


that of the Apoſtle Paul to Timothy, 


concerning thoſe vain Talkers and 


Boafters of the 1 aw, who were great- 
ly Ambitious to be Teachers of it, 
ODT Fa | albeit 
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READER. 


\HOU art here preſented, 
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ls the Reader. 
albeit they neither underſtood what 


they ſaid, or whereof they aſſirm d, 
1 Tim. 1. 7. Right Prayer (if I 


miſtake not the ſenſe of Holy Scrip- 


trres, and the Diates of the Holy 
(Z hoſt in my own Soul) it is a friena. 
ly ſpeaking to God, (Petition way) 


| '* por ſuch things, as are both lawful. 
and needful in the name of Chriji his 


Sor, and that by the powerfi:! a(ſi- 


ſtance of the Holy Ghoſt. The ſeve- 
ral kinds of Prayer, as Public and 


Private, Mental and Vocal, Solemn 
Set Prayer, (whether in the Cloſet, 
Family or Congregation) and Ejacu- 
latory, I could not handle diſtinòly, 
becauſe of the Brevity I intended, 
when firſt I reſolud to appear in 
Print on this needful and uſeful = 
Subject. . 

A Subje# which I believe all 
truly wiſe and ſenſeble Perſons, who 
rake notice of the Out-gevings of God 


(in the way of his Providence) to- 


wards theſe Kingdoms, will be for- 


q ced 


Io the Reader. 
ced to confeſs is of as great uſe to 
finking England, Oc. as ever it 
was. OE 
And notwithſtandin: the great 
Neceſſity there is of thiclgeneration s 
being acquainted with, and practi- 
cally taken up and employ d about 
Right Prayer, (the laſt Remedy 
which. Souls in Diſtreſs uſually be- 
take themſelves to for Help and De- 
liverence) yet ſuch is the ſubtilty of 
the Devil, and the vanity of Mens 
deceived Hearts, that they will ra- 
ther ſpend and waſte away the prech 
ons Time, (which fhould be ſpent in 
Mreſtling with an effended and a2 
. ( ſeemingly) departing God) in fro- 
thy and vain Diſputes about Prayer, 
than (Conſcientionfly) to fel on ſo 
need ful and important a Duty. 
If the ſaying of the Ancients be 
true, that reces & Lachrimæ ſunt 
Arma Eccleſiæ, That Prayers and 
Tears are the Churches Weapons, 1 
am very Confident, that when the 
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To the Reader. 


approaching Storm which Threatens 


Ruin to (God-Proveking) England 
is at its Height, it will be (Experi- 


mentally) found that the Prayers 


and Tears of a Poor, Deſpiſed aud 
Perſecuted People in England, will 


be found to be the moſt formidable 


Weapons, which will Terrifie and 
Di/ſ-ſpirit that Luciferian Monſter of 
France, who pieafeth himſelf with 


te Self-flattering Hopes, (loclę d in 


his graceleſs Breaſt) that as there 
is but one God, ſo he hopes and 


brags there ſhall be but one King on 
Earth, and but one Religion. 


Now who he Intends ſhall be that 
one King, aud which of all the abo- 
minable Religions, (nom profeſſed 


in the World) whether Popery, or 


Deiſze, Turciſm,or profeſſed Atheiſm, 


ſhall be the Religion he intends ſhall 


be (Oniverſally) -Eftublifhed by his 
Dragooning Law, is left to thee to 
Judge and Determine. 


To the Reader. 
T dare engage for him he never 
| deſigns that the Son of God ſhall 
be that One King, though he (and 
he alone, Excluding all others) will 
appear to be the Head and King of 
the People, whom the other deſizns 
Hall be a Sacrifice to his Ambition 
and Dragooning Potency. | 
And as he is far from Deſianine, 
that the Son of God ſhall be that Out 
King who ſhall Rule the World, 
which he Beth already brought to his 
Foot in Imagination ana Loncei? 
oniy, ſo I do on the ſame Ground 
preſume to Believe, he never deſigus 
that the Scriptural Religion, Eſta- 
bliſht by the determined Council of 
Heaven, and made known in the 
Revealed Will of God, ſhall be the 
S Religion he intens ſhall be Eſta- 
bliſhed. 1 
We have many inſtances on Re- 
cord (in God's Word) of the pre- 
| vwalency of Believers Prayers with 
Cod in the very inſtant of the Chur- 
0 „ , HOSE. 
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— oO the Reader. 
eber Hage Fears, when nothing 
but Death and Deſtructian bkokt 
them in the Face, Daneers drew 
near, the very Jams of Death were 
ready to cloſe on them, they cry d 
to God (by Right Prayer) in the 
name of Chriſt, and the Scale was 


| (immediately) turn d. God wrought 
| 


; their N and Eſcape, and 
in % doing he gave an everlaſting. 
4 Proof * he is, whdt be 46 5 
Uimſelf in his Mord, (viz) A G 
L, rearing Prater, Pial. 65. 2. And 
this is recorded in Scripture for the 
laſting Comfort and Encouragement . 
of all true Believers, who only (ex- 
cluding all others) are endued with 
j the Spirit of Right Prager, 
. King Ahab' time, what 4 
| prevailer with God was Elijah for 
deliverins Iſrael from the Judg- 
ments and Miſeries their Sins de- 
| ſerved? Tea, ſo prevalent, that on 
that wery account he was ſtil'd, the 
| Chariots of Irael, and the Horſemen 
1: od there- 


| To the Reader. 


thereof, 2 Kings 2.12, The mean- 
; ing 76, that Elijah wroug ht more 


Hr Iſracl's deliverance, by his pow- 


erful Prayers to God for them, than 
all their Men of Valour who fought. 


in Chariots and on Horſeback in 
Battel did. 


And not only in the Caſe of Dan- 


ger, which threatned the Iſraelites 
by War, was Elijah a Prevailer with 


God for them; but when God him- 


ſelf ſeem d to Fight againſt them, by 
his ſhutting up the Sluces or Win- 


dome of Heaven, ſo as no Rain de- 


ſcended on the Earth for the Space of 


Three Nears and an Half, and this 


$ the earneſt Prayer of Elijah; 
when nothing but Famine and Death - 


bool tbem in the Face, Elijah he 
 Prays, and the Lord gave Rain, 


Ja. 5. 19, 18. 1 Kings 17. 1, 2. 


E 1his, and the like Inſtances, are Re- 
corded in Scripture, to inform God's 


EleF and Choſen People, that im all 
times of Danger, Prayers and Tears 
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To the Reader. 

are the ſureſt and moſt proper Arms 

or Weapons for God's People to 
. Fight the Powers of Darkneſs with. 
Not that I am pleading for the Do- 
Frine of Nonreſiſtance, as if Pray- 

ers and Tears were the only Arms 

or Weapons, which God's People 
bilglit to make uſe of for preventing 

the Ruin and Deſtruct ion deſizn'd 

againſt them by the Enemies of God 

and his People. There are Times 

8 and Seaſens which are proper for | 
Ji} the Churches of Ged to fight with 
Prayers and Tears, (excluding all 
carnal Veapons e) And there are 
Times and Seaſons wherein the | 
q People of God are to male uſe of the 
1 Temporal Sword, not excluding || 
Prayers and Tears. The Holy Scrip- | 
bl tures affords Inſtances of both the, 
il And the time is near (I verily Be- 
| lieve) when le wi is $hill d and 

pirited, (as David was to uſe 
both theſe ſorts of Arms aright, will 
appear to be of greateſt uſe and ſer- 
dc e tothe Kingdom. I be 
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To the Reader. - 0-7 
De Queen of Scotland, in the 
times of Darkneſs and Poperx, 
breaking in upon that Kingdom, 
was heard to ſay, That ſhe was more 
afraid of the Prayers of one John 
Knox, then ſhe was of Ten 1houſand 
armed Men, 
Had the preſen. Lewis Le Grand 
of France as nuch Senſe or Con- 
viction in his Natural Conſcience as 
ſoe had, he would Tremble and . | 
Rucke to think of the Horrid and 
Deſperate Attempts he deſigns to | 
ma e upon theſe three Kingdoms, &c. 
where I hope he will find many I hou- 
S [ands of Precious Souls, who are 
 Richly Bleſs with the Spirit of Pray», 
er, as John Knox was. 
'F Theſe things I do but Glance at, 


to lay before every ſerious Reader an 


Oecaſion to bethink himſelf, that if 
ever England had an awakening call 
from Heaven to Pray and Cry migh- 
tily to God for England's Preſervar 


tion from Ruin, it is nm. 


And 
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To the Reader. 


| 2 And to let him ſee bow heartily 
I | defirons and willins God hath made 


me to be Inſtrumental in awakening 
every Reader to his Duty, and that 
by laying before him ſo material a 
Point, as to underſtand and know 
what kind of Prayer that is which 
will prove of Effedtual avail to pre- 
ferve the Kinedoms from the Ruin 
and Devaſtation which js deſign'd 
(Ly Men) againſt then. : 

 IFany Reader engage in 4 Quar- 
rel againſt me, for the plainneſs 
and faithfulneſs uſed in this ſmall 
Tra, time will prove him to be ei- 


ther an abſolute ſtranger to the Spi- 


rit of Right Prayer, or elſe an 4- 
vowed Friend and Well-wiſher to 


the Intereſt of France and Rome, 


the Capital Enemies of Poor Eng- 


land, and the Proteſtant Religi- 
„ 1 . 
Courteons Reader, The Lord be 
with thy Spirit to enlighten and 
teach thee from above, ſo as thou 
23 | might- 
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7 To the Reader. 
mighteſt be able to ſay; (Experimen- 
tally) that what I have (as briefly 
and plainly as poſſubly I could) ſaid 
on this ſubje# of Right Prayer, is 
moſicertainly ; "a with the writ- 
ten Word of God, The which if 
God (by Reading the enſuing Trea- 
tiſe) Grant thee to underſtand and 
believe of a Truths And if thoſe 
who have the Spirit of Right Pray- 
er, be alſo hereby Occaſionally awa- 
kened aud ronz'd up, to wreſtle (Ja- 
cob like) with God for England's | || 
Deliverance from that impending il 
Ruin, which threatens the whole 1 
Proteſtant Intereſt all the World o- 
ver, I have what 1 chiefly Aimed | | 
at. The Glory of. which Service! 
heartily deſire may be Aſcrib'd and 
Oven to God alone. s 


 _ Thine in the Lord, 


James Barry. 
Boost 
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Books Sold by John Marſhall, at the 
Bible in Grace-Church-ſtreer, > 


& Reviving Cordial, or the Converfion of 


the Reverend Mr. James Barry, with 


his Experiences. Price bound 15. 
A brief Diſcourſe of the Falſeneſs and Un- 


ſeripturalneſs of Anabaptiſm. Price bound 1 5. 


The Soul's Refuge, or the Myſtery of 
the Apple-Tree unfolded, By James Barry. 
Price bound 1 5. | 

The Doctrine of Election before time, 
wherein is Evidently diſcourſed, firſt, The Do- 
ctrine Belicved and rightly Underſtood, is 
an Enemy of Sin, and keeps from Deſpair. 

And that, ſecondly, The Doctrine of Free-will is 
an Inlet ro Sin. By James Barry. Price bound 
I F. | 
The Young Man's Remembrancer : Or, 
Youth's Beſt Choice. In two Diſcourſes, 


at Stepne Being his Laſt Sermons. By 
Matthew Mead; with his Effigies. Price 


bound 1 . 
An Elegiack Eſlay on the pious Memory 


of the Reverend and Learned Mr. Matthew 
Dead. Price 6 d. 255 


Free- Grace, or the Flowings of Chriſt's 


15. py | 
The Heavenly Foot-Man, or a Deſcription 


of the Man that gets to Heaven. By John 
Bunyan, with his Late and Death. Price bound: 
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Blood freely to Sinners. By John Saltmarſh of 
Magdalen Colledge in Cambridge. Price bound 


DISCOURSE 
Of RIGHT 


PRAYER. 


HE RE are two Things, 
which to know, are of 
bigheſt Concerninent to 
all who deſire to be found Rank- 


ed den the true Worſnippers¾ 


of God. 3 
Firſt, To know the certain 
Character of the Perſon, whom 


Bod will vouchſafe to hear. 


Secondly, To underſtand and 
know what kind of Prayer, that 
is, which God will accept as plea- 
ſing to him. 37 £0 
Boh 


2» A Diſcomſe of 
Both theſe are Plainly (and 


6 
N * 


Graphically_) deſcribed, and ſet 
down by the Holy Ghoſt in 
Ja. 5. 16. Je effeFual fervent Pray- 


er of a Righteons Man availeth 


much. 

Queſ. Firſt, What is the diſtin- 
guiſhing Character of the Man 
3 will vouchſafe to hear? 

Anſ. The Perſon whom God 
will vouchſafe to hear in Prayer, 
he muſt be a Righteous Man. 80 
{aith the Spirit of Truth in the 


Scripture now Quoted. In this 


Term Righteous, which Cha- 
racterizeth the Perſon whom God 


will hear, two Things are in- 
1 <> tended. 


Firſt, The ſtate of the Man, 
Godward. 


Secondly, His Walk and Con- 


verſation. 


Firſt, His State, (Codward) he 
muſt be a juſtified Perſon, one 
to whom the great God hath im- 
5 WM 
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Nen Prayer. — 


Juſtification, as truly as if that 
Righteouſne!s (imputed) had been 


perform d by the Sinner himſelf 


Perfonally. 


He muſt be one to whom pd 


hath fully and freely pardon d all 
his Sins for Chriſt's ſak , as tru- 
| 'y, as if the Sinner had never been 
guilty of Such Sins. . 

In theſe two Acts of God lyes 


(or conſiſts) the true (and ſav- 


ing) Juſtification whereof the Goſ- 
ple ſpeaks. And this twofold Act 
of God is (every way) free, ha- 


ving no manner of dependance on 


any thing, like a previous Quali- 
fication in the Perion 5 __ Sin- 
ner juſtified : Being juſtified freely 
by bis © *Y through the Redemp- 


lion that icin Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 3. 


24. But God who is Rich in 
Mercy, for his great Love where- 

with” he loved us, even when we 
were 
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puted the Mediatorial, Spotleſs ; 
Righteouſneſs of God-man for 


4 A Diſcourſe of 
were dead in Sins, hath quickned au 


together with Chriſt : By Grace are 
ye ſaved, Epheſ. 2. 4,5- 

Here every ſaved Sinner may 
plainly ſee, that as the great God 


(who Acts all he doth in a way 
o feabſolute Soveraignty) did elect 


and chuſe to himſelſ, out of Lapſed 
Adam's Fallen and ſinful Poſterity, 
as many as he purpoſed to recon- 
cile to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son, not for any good which he 


foreſaw would be in them, ſuch 


as Faith, Repentance, or any In- 
clination (or previous Diſpoſiti- 
on) in themſelves to anſwer God's 
Call, and to turn themſelves in 
the work of ſaving Converſion, as 
Papiſts and Arminians hold and 
teach, were the Motives which 
mov'd the A'\mighty to fix bis De- 
cree of conditional and temporary 
Election; a Dream ſo altogether 
repugnant to the revealed Will of 
Cod, and contradictory to the 

ex- 


_— 24. ei. 2 


under a ſpecious and 


Riohs Prer. 


experience of every real Convert, 
that Jam not afraid to affirm it 


to be a part. of that Smoak which 
aſcended out of the bottomleſs 
Pit, *Rev. 9.2, 3. and which the 
J-ſuits (and their Followers) 
thoſe infernal Locuſts, are ſtill en- 
deavouring to Propagate every- 
where, where the ſound of the 
Goſpel of God's Grace comes, 


that they may (by their Sophiſti- 


cal Diſtinctions in Divinity) dar- 


ken and obſcure the brightneſs of 


the Doctrine of Goſpel Grace, and 


tence of op 


ancient Goſpel delivered by the 
Son of God, to imbibe thoſe Poi- 
ſonous Notions wherewith their 
pretended new Goſpel Law 1s 


ſtuffed.,, As God (I ſay) did elect 
and chuſe thoſe whom he purpo- 


ſed to reconcile to himſelf by his 
5 Son 
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plauſible Pre- 
poſing and running 
down Antinomianiſin, inſenſibly 
draw away the Feople from the 
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Son Jeſus Chriſt, for no foreſeen 


5 of eſiectual Calling. 
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good in the Ele&, ſo in the work 

He 15not mov d to Call them, or 
to Juſtiſie and Pardon them, for 
any thing like previous Qnalifica- 


tions inhering in themſelves, or 


for any Performances acted (Per- 


ſonally) by them, in a way of Con- 


ditionalityz but meerly and abſo- 


lutely of his own Grace he calls 
and juſtifies choſe ele& Sinners; 
who (in the very inſtant of God's 


calling and juſtifying them) were 
(in themſelves as Adams Children) 


Ungodl, Guilty, MiſerableSinners, 


as una ble to contribute ſo much 


as a good Thought, or the leaſt 
Inclinarion towards their own Re- 


covery, as x Man naturally Dead 


and Rotten in the Grave, is to 


quicken and raiſe himſelf ; dead 
and loſt they were in Adam their 


natural and fœderal Head in the 
Eye of God's Precognition (or 
5 Fore- 


Right Prayer. 7 
Foreknowledge) when he fixt his 
Decree (or Purpoſe) of ſaving 
them 5 and dead and undone 
they are (in tnemſelves) when his 
good Spirit comes to call them 
out of a Natural State, to a State 
of Favour and Friendſhip with 
God. And who can, who dares ' 
to deny what is now Aſſerted, but 
an ignorant Papiſt, who is judi- 

dally given up to the Power of 

atanical Deluſion, 2 Thef. 2. 11. 

; NOr a proud Arminian, who is not 

> Nonly a Stranger, but an Enemy to 

Ichat Grace of God, which juſti- 

ies and faves a Sinner, without 

; fIthe concurrence of the Sinner's 

t down Perional Qualifications, as 

cocial Cauſes, with the Grace and 
| EMerit of Chriſt, in the work of 

> DWuſtification. 8 

| || The Almighty was ſo far from 

; 


ſoreſeeing any good in the Ele, 
> I[vbich could move or incline him. 
ic fix on (or chuſe) them before 
i n pe wy 


„ * 1e M1 Gnu 24d 1 dh er. 4 Le comers 2 * 
g 5 P 
bs - 8 Diſcourſe o 


9 eo. 


others, that he himſelf declares the 
Contrary, as 1s moſt plain and 
conſpicuous to the Eye, which is 
not ſmitten with judicial Blindneſs, 
Eſa. 48. 8. Tea, thou heardeſt not, 


yea thou kneweſt not; yea, from that 


time that thine Ear was not opened : 
for I knew that thou wouldeſt des 
ver treacheronſly, and waſt called 


4 tranſereſſor from the womb. This 


agrees with Gem. 6. 3. And God 
ſaw that the wickedneſs of Man wa 
great on the Earth, and that ever 


imagination of the thoughts of hi 


heart was only evil continually, It 
then this be the depraved Stats 
and Condition of all Adam's Chil 
dren ſince the Fall and Apoſta 

of their natural and fœderal Head 
and that the Eye of God's fore 
knowledge Perfectly foreſaw 1 
would be ſo, whence can any Ra 


tional Being conceive a fallen Sin 


ner ſhould have any Qualificati 
ons which ſhould move or invite 
| the 


| Right Prayer. 
ie] the Holy God to like or love ſuch 
(| an one, | 

is To ſay (and hold) that God 
, beſtows the Qualifications, which 
ot, muſt render the Sinner capable of 
at} diſpoſing and inclining himſelf to 
{ | Converſion, and of doing ſuch 
ea Duties as may give him a right to 
ed claim the Promiſe of Pardon and 
hig Salvation, he having perform d 


od the Condition on which Life and 
va Salvation is held forth and offer'd 


ey in the Goſpel, is (in Effect) to 
his ſay and hold, that God hath be- 
IF ffowed his Son on Sinners, that 
at he might be made a Curſe, to Me- 
nil rit for them ſuch Qualifications 
as may render them capable of 
performing thoſe Conditions on 


fl dered in the Goſpel. And who 


Principle) the Crown is taken 


and ſoveraign Grace, and Chriſt 
3 N his 


* 


which Life and Salvation is ten- 


rom off the Head of God's free 


4 


F n 3 | 


ſees not, that by this Doctrine (or 


0 io " Diſcourſe of 5 


* 


ner, who by his beſt Qua ificati- 


quire any Qualifications, but what 
vengeance of eternal and un- 


England] Miſerable is thy pre- 
A. Caſe, ſeeing that the Wit and 


of Chriſt, chalkt out in the Gol- 


tle elſe in the 
ſuch than Sound and Noiſe, 


aſh of Humane Eloquence, which 


his Son, and is put on the Head 
of a Poor, Blind and Proud Sin- 


| 
| 
ons 0 till he be in Chriſt by Rege- 
| 


nerating Grace, and Chriſt in him 
by Faith) can, neither wi! nor AC- 


meetens and fits him for the 


quenchable Flames. Oh England 


Learning of thy moſt Quaint and 
Topping Preachers, both Non- 
conformiſts and Conformiſts, is 
(by God's juſt Judgment, for 
th-ir turning the back on the 
good old Doctrine and Diſcipline 


o Fe 692 as Fed oy Pp A foe Þ OD wb 


el) become no better than 


roth and Vu, there being lit- 
orid Sermons of 


AA — — — — — beds — 


painted and ſet off with the var- 


the 


| ght I Tager. ä 
e Spirit of God Stiles the enti- 
Ting words of Man's Wiſdom, 
II Cor. 2. 4. which God himſelf 
ECautions us to bewate of, Coloſ. 2. 
4, 8. It may be truly ſaid of theſe 
kind of Noiſte Preachers as 
of the Nightingal, Vox @- 
præterea be All Voice and 
nothing elle. The Nightingal 
hath neither Fleſh, nor (yet) Fea- 
thers, which renders her Defire- | 
able and Profitable to the Sens of 
Men; ſhe hath only a charming 
Voice, wherewith the tick'es the 
Ears of Mortals. 

Oh ! The vanity of thoſe 
Nightingal-like Preachers, ( here 
intended ) how Pernicious and. 
Deſtructive are they both to the 
Intereſt of Chriſt (in theſe King- 
doms) and to the Eternal Welfare 
of the Souls of the People, while 
by their Luxuriant Wit, and 
Jingling Parts, they undermine tlie 


Goſpel of our Salvation, not 
B vouch- 


2 
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vonchſaf ng the Son of God ſo 


unleſs he be brought in as an 


"Will, and general Redemption, 
, thoſe Peſtiferous and Soul-Dam- 


an Argument that deſolating 
Judgments are haſtening on the 
Kingdoms. So much concerning 


Deo OF 


much Honour, as once to be 
Nam d in many of their Sermons, 


Abet or of the Doctrine of free 


ning Deluſions, of which the 
greater Number (by far) of pro- 
feſſing Proteſtants, both Noncon- 
formiſts and Confcrmiſts, are (of 
late Years) grown too tco fond; 


the firſt Branch, diſcovering the 


State of the Man, whom God will 


vouchſafe to hear. He muſt be far 
one who is reconciled to God, 
who is at Peace with Heaven, 
through the ſpotleſs Righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt put on him, by 


God's ownAQ of free Juſtification, 

and his merciful Act of pardon-far 

ing all his Tranſgreſſions. No- 
1 . thing 


Rig "rayer. 13 
ling ſhort of theſe two Ads of 
Wood's paſſing on tie Sinner, can ny 
beſpeak him fit to ſtand before the 14 
Incomprehenſibly) Holy God, 338 
o as to find acceptance in his 
ight 5 can two walk together ex- 
ept they be agreed? Amos 3. 35. MY 
It is here, as with a Perion who of 11 
a loyal and uſeful Subject, is be- 19 
ome a notorious and trayterous 
Rebel. Neither the Loyalty and 
Service of the time Paſt, nor yet 
the perſonal Accompliſhments 
hereby he is fitted for future 
Service, will be able to make way 
or him into the Royal Preſence. 
othing can do this for a Traytor 
and Rebel, but the King's Free 
and Gracious Act of Indemnity. 
Until this be granted and paſt up- 
on him (in a Legal way) the King 
an do no leſs (in Honour and 
uſtice) than baniſh him his Court 
n- and Preſence. Neither his paſt 1 
o- Pervice, nor yet his great Accom- 11 
Ng 2: Plilu⸗ = 


— 
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XX A Diſcoirſe o | 
pliſhment, (whether natural or 
acquir d) will beſpeak him pica- 
ſing and acceptab'e in the Eye of 
the offended Majeſty. 


As in actvil Reſpect, when we] 


behold a comely proper Man, 
who for Beauty, Parts, and great 
Eſtate far out paſſes and excels 
other Men, riding backwards to- 
wards Tyburn, we ſhake the 


Head, crying out, Oh! What af 
Pity is it that ſuch a brave Man] 


ſhould be Hang d? To 

So 1n like manner, when we 
conſider a Man of incomparable 
Endowments, (both natural and 
acquired) which beſpeaks the Man 
a Nonſuch in the Church, both 
for Learning, Parts, and ſeeming 
Zeal tor God, we (commonly) 


cry out, Oh! What a pity is it 


that ſuch an one ſhould be damn d 

at laſt ? LY = 

But certain it is (and God will 

make Men know it ſooner or 4 
. ME 
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Night Prager, 15 
ter) that as without the King's 
Royal Pardon, the ſormer will 
(notwithſtanding all his outward 
excellencies) be hangd; ſo 


without the work of Rezeneraii- 


on paſs on the other (before 


Death) he will as cer ainly be 


(:t:rnally ) Damn'd, be his Gifts 
and perſonal Qua'ifications equal 


to thoſe of the Angels. The Month 
of Chriſt (which never Spoke a 


Lie) Affirme it, Jo. 3. 3. Jeſus 


anſwered and ſaid unto him, verily, 


verily T ſay unto thee, except a Man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the 


Kingdom of God. 


Secondly, Beſides God's twofold 
Act of imputing a ſpotleſs Righ- 
teouſneſs, and freely pardoning a 
Man's Sins. The term Righte- 
ous in the Text, intends a Princi- 
ple of Holineſs wrought i the 


Soul (call'd inherent Righteouſ- 


neis, or a change of Nature) by 


which Principle the Juſtified, Par- 
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cifixion and Reſurrection, ſaving- 


them as Juſt, and Good, and Ho- 
ly, endeavouring (the utmoſt of 


- — 


16 A Diſcourſe of 
doned Sinner, is made to die to Sin,, 
and to live unto God. The ground] 

and foundation of both which 


Acts (in ihe renewed- Soul) is the 
Virtue and Power of Chriſt's Cru- 


iy apply'd by the Holy Ghoſt, Þ 
in the work of effectual Calling 
What things the Holy God hates 
and forbids in the Moral Law,F 
thoſe the Heart and Soul ef the 
juſtified and renewed Sinner hates 
and ſtrives againſt all his Days, 
Thoſe things which he poſitively 
Commands, the Heart 1s inward- 
ly reconcil'd to them, approves of 


. WEE" ”—_— ——_— JF TORS — 1 * wed 8 


his Power) to regulate all his 
Actions, by the unerring Rule 
of God? bleſſed word. Pſzl. 119 
9. 106. kom. 7. 12. This is to 
have the Law of God written in 
the Heart, according to Eſal. 37. 
3. The lam of his God is his 

Au., 


— — 
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Rig hi Prayer. | 
1, Þ heart, none of his ſteps ſhall ſlide. 
Here is a plain Character of a good 


and righteous Man, one who is 


e not Born ſo, but made ſo, by 


„God's moſt gracious Acts paſſed 


on the Perſon of the ſuſtiſied, Par- 


Y 
tF doned and Renewede _...1,2Salrea-- 


dy mentioned. And where God 


«Þ effects this great and wonderful 


Change in and upon a Poor, 


x Dead, Guilty Sinner, there doth 


ehe fulfil and make good the free 
and abſolute Promiſe of his gra- 


dcious Covenant. Jer. 31. 33. But 


1-8 this ſhall be the Covenant that I will 
I make with the honſe of Iſrael ;, after 
»# thoſe days, ſaith the Lord, I will put 
Ml my lam in their inward Parts, and 


write it in their Hearts, and I will. 


le be their God, and they ſhall be my 
9 People. Wherewith agrees that 
of Promiſe in Ezek. 36. 26. A new 


aft heart alſo will I give you, and a new 


. ſpirit will I put within jo; and 1 
will take away the ſtony heart out of 
| | B. 4 Jour 
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| 4 18 A Diſcourſe of 
| your fleſh, and I will give you an Heari 
| F fleſh. Ver. 27. And I will put 


3G my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you Þ 
' to walk in wy ſtatutes, and ye ſhall Þ 
1 Keep my judements, and do them, 
F Obſerve, Reader, how full of Þ 
| Emphaſis the very words of 
| God's Covenant are to diſcover Þ 
aaand prove, that in the great work 
of begetting a Soul to Chriſt, (in Þ 
| the work of effeCtual calling) God Þ 
41 whoſe work it is, (excluding all] 
' ſubordinate Agents, as to Efficien-F 
j cy) ſpeaks and acts like an abſo-Þ 
\ Jute Soveraign, whoſe will and 
> (i word are no way capable of fru- Þ 
3 ſtration (or being vacated) by the 
Power of Second Cauſes. I will 
j give you a new Heart. I will put 
into you a new Spirit. I will! 
' write my Law in your inward 
Pa ts. I will pardon all your Int 
|| quities. And I will be your God. 
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x And as touching the Sinners, 10 
whom theſe Promiſes are made, 
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Right Prager. 19 


; : 

| the performance of theſe Promiſes 
are not made to them, on any 
1 Condition whatioever. As it ye 


| will prepare and diſpoſe your 
eff ſeives to convert an return io 
eff God. It ye will humble your 
«| {elves by Faſting and Prayer. If 
Je will confeſs and bewail „our 
\ | manifold Rebeſlions, againſt the 
1 Majeſty of Heaven. It ye will 
1 believe and repent z then all my 
| Promiſcs {hall be made good to 
you. But as God ſaith (poſitive- 
4 ly) I will do ſo, and ſo to and 
for you; ſo he as politively en- 
| gages for the Sinner, that he ſhall 
U be made willing to become the 
Lord's, and to do wha ever the 
1|þ Lord requires as Duty and Service, 
41 in the way of grateful Acknow- 
ledgment, for what the Grace and 
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i irreliſtible Power of God hat 
o wrought in, and done for him, . 
poor Tedeem: d Captive. 

: The Methods therefore Which 


too many Preachers take (in this | 
i a U 


20 A Diſtonrſe of 


Day) in preſſing Sinners to the 
works of Mortiſication and ſtrict 
Living, as that which muſt entitle 


them to Chriſt and eternal Life, 


are Prepolterous and Danming: 
And their perſiſting in thus do- 
ing, in nh days of Golpel 
Light as London now enjoys, 


_ infliciently marks them out ſor 


Sons of the Bondwoman, who Þþ 


Act all they de(in a way of Dut 79 


rom a Spirit and Principle a'to- 
gether Mercenary and Legal. 
Theſe Preachers, and all who 
adhere to their Conditional Cove- 
nant of working for Lite, may 
read their Names and. Portions in 
Gal. 14. 30. Sons of the Bond-wo- 


manthey are ſtiled by the Spirit 
of God. And the {ame Spi'1t 
which ſtiles them ſo, hath allo 


pronounced their doom and ſen- 
tence which is to be excluded 


from a'l hopes of being ſaved; if 


the * d vv Lom th ey ſo ignorant 
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97 Prayer. 21 


ly ſerve, leave them to this ſervile 
Mercenary Spirit When I ſay, 
that beſides the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Son of God, put 
on the Sinner in Juſtification, 
there is a ſo communicated to him, 
and powerfully wrought in him, | 
a Principle of inherent Richtcouſ- 
ness, (or Goſpel Holineſs) where- 
by the juſtified and renewed Sin- 
ner is made to die unto Sin, and 
to live unto God; I do not mean 
chat ſuch a Sinner never more 
» | Acts Sin in Thought, Word, or 
- | Deed, from the inſtant of ſach a 
1 Change paſſed on him, to the 
end of Life; for to hold Cor lay) 
- | fo, I ſhould both contradict the 
th Spirit of God (in the Scriptures) 
tand offend againſt the Generation 
o | of God's Children, Pſal. 73. 15. 
- | But my meaning is, that by that 
new Nature Communicated in 
effectual Calling) ſuch a wound 
is given to the 26% ct indwell ing 
i dn, 
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22 A Diſcourſe of 


Sin, as that the renewed Soul can 


never more like (or love) Sin, 
as before Converſion it did. 
And albeit the juſtified and renew- 
ed Soul be often foiled and 
wounded by repeated Backſli- 


dings from God, yet cannot that 


uſurping Tyrant Sin ever get poſ- 
leſſion of the believer's Heart any 
more, ſo as to Rule and Reign 
there, as before effectual Conver- 
ſion it did. Rom. 6. 14. Gal. 5. 
24. 1 Jo. 3. 9. Though (through 
the violence of Temptation, and 
the remaining ſtrength of indwel- 
ling Corruption) the believer may 
fall into actual Folly, to the grie- 
ving that Holy Spirit, whereby 
he is ſealed to the day of Redemp- 
tion, cloud his evidence for Hea- 
ven, lay a foundation for God's 
Cbaſtitements on bimſelf, ec. 

Yet the Heart (within) remains 
(irrecoucileably Jout with Sin; nci- 


ther can the believer (by any 


means 
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Right Prager. 23 
means) be wrought on, to a lov- 
ing or liking it, either in Heart 
or Life. He that is born of God 
doth not commit Sin; for his ſeed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot 
Sin becauſe he is born of God, 1 Jo. 3. 
9. Zap; icy 2 mula, Operam not dat 
iniquitati. He makes not a trade 
of Sin, or he commits not Sin, 
with full purpoſe of will, and de- 
light of Heart. Time was when 

| he could, and did; the remem- 
brance of which, ſets him on re- 
newed Acts of Repentance (and 
ſelf.loathing) before God. But 
ſince the powerful work of Con- 
verſion hath paſt upon him, in- 
dwelling Sin hath loſt (though 
not its defiling Power, yet) its 
condemning and reigning; ſtrength 
is gone in the Soul, by which means 
the Believer hath forgotten his 
old Trade of committing Sin with 

- Þ ercedineſs and delight. On this 

very account it is, that the Evan- 

| gelical 
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24 A Diſcourſe of 
gelical Dr. Tho. Goodwin, hath th: 


laying, That when a true Beli-ver 
doth (at any time) act Sin, he is 
Cat beſt) but a bungler at ſinning; 
he is (herein) like a Trad:ſman, 
who was once skilful and exper 


at his Trade, but through diſukF 
Cor diſcontinuing his Trade) he 
becomes a meer Bungler, ſucha 
Man can ſay (and that truly) I 
could ſhape and tiniſh ſuch a Gar- 


ment, or ſuch, or ſuch a piece of 


Work, as well as any he whatever; 
but indeed I have forgot my 


Trade, and amnow to ſeek. 
And is any thing more ſure, than 

that the Man who is ſavingly Re- 

generated, muſt and will contels 


(to his own grief and ſhame) 
time was when I could Curſe, 


Swear, be Drunk, propane the 
Name and Sabbaths of God, Ge. 
as Fa-eriy, and with as great 


Delight, as any now in Hell ; or 
as thoſe poor beſotted Debauchees, 


who 
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vho are now ripening themſelves 
for Ruin, and not only ſo, but 
| who are contending and ſtriving 
vhich of them ſhall f1:{t arrive in 
„ell; but (to the praiſe of God) 


echat in Truth) I find ſuch a change 
ein my Nature, that (to gain the 


a world) I cannot (now) do, as 1 


[Þ was wont to do formerly; thoſe 
r-Þ inmoralities wherein I ſometime 
of pleaſed and delighted my very 
z Heart, I now abher and loatn 
chem ; yea, I abominate and ab- 

hor my ſelf to think of them. 
and the Acts of Religious Duties, 
e. which (before) I corn d and 


e&Flaugh'd at, now I prize and va- 
e. ue, accounting them more deſire- 


le, able than my daily Bread. And 


Nc. Iercat and wonderful Change) 
eat ſhould ſpring except that Seed of 
or Cod communicated in eff: ctual 
es, alling, cannot be deviſed. That 
Fa 3 
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am forced (now) to ſay (and 
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26 - A Diſcourſe of 
Seed (calb the New Creature, ot 
the Divine Anointing _) pourd 
forth (on the elect Soul) in Con- 
verſion, it is a living ſpring flow- if: 
ing from Chriſt, (that living 
Fountain of all Grace and Life) ], 
ino the Soul of the effectually Cal- Þ 
led Sinner. And like as in Nature, If 
a right natural Spring will purge Þ, 
and purifie it ſelf from whatever f 
Dirt or Filth is caſt or fallen into, 
it, even fo that living Spring of I 
Grace (in the regenerate Soul) Is 
which took its firſt Riſe (or Orig: I 
nal from the inexhauſtible fulneſs J | 
of Chriſt, (its Fountain) and 
which is (continually) fed, by the 
renewed ſupplies which flow from Ip 
_ Chrilt into the believer's Soul, it By 
* will (it can) never be reconci'ed 
co any Sin, though never ſo pla- Iz 
Wi! ſing to the unregenerate Part in Ii 
the heliever; but when the Belie- 
Wh ver is ſurprized by a Temptacion I 
{| to Act Folly, that living Spring 
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(of Grace in che Soul) falls on 


purging out the Filth and Guilt, 
contracted by that Sin fallen into, 


and can never be quiet until the 


Believer (by renewed Acts of 
Faith on the Blood of Chriſt, 


and godly Sorrow and Repentance 


for ſuch a Sin, recovers again the 
ſenſe and perception of God's Fa- 


your 3 and not only ſo, but un- 


til the Believer feels (in himſelf) 
that by that very fall he hath got 
more ſtrength againſt indwelling 


din than he had before; while 


by that Fall, his Hatred of, and 


Antipathy againſt all Sin, is in- 


creaſed and ſtrengthened 5 this 


may be lookt on (by thoſe whoſe 
Principles and Practices belpeaks 


them Clildren of the Bond-wo- 
man) to be Antinomian Doctrine: 
But whether they receive or reject 


it, ſure Jam, that the Word of 


Gol warrants the bclieving it for 


undoubted truth, and I doubt 


not 
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28 A Diſcourſe of 


—— — — Ag , 


not but the Expcrience of th: 


moſt judicious Chriſtians wil 
readily {ubſcribe thꝭ ſame. 


Neither do I mean, (in the ſe. 
cond Place) that the (truly) rege. 
nerate Soul, doth (in his living to 
God) come up to bat pertet 


Conformity to the Law of God, 


as is his Duty: Bit my meaniny 


is, that the (really) converted 


Soul, doth as truly aim at, de 


ſign, and endeavour to give and 


perform Sincere and Univerſal 


Obedience to the Laiv, as the old 


Adam's Nature, (in him ) lead 
and ſtirs him up to violate, and 
tranſgreſs God's Holy Law, both 
Negatively and Poſt ively. 

And wherein he finds himſel 
ſhort of that Obedience, which 


God's moſt Holy and Rightcou 


Law requires, he confeſſes an 
bewails (with ſhame and ſorrrow] 


his ſhortneſs in Duty, and by rc 


newed Acts of Faith and Ferven 
-".. Pray 
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Right Prayer. 29 
Prayer, (to the Throne of Grace) 


he flies to the Perfection of Chriſt, 
his Sureties, Perfection, Obedi- 


.þ cnce to the Moral Law, laying 


hold thereon, and by Faith ap- 
propriating and applying the 
ame to himſelf as his own; and 
under that Shadow he finds him- 
ſelf ſafe and ſecure. 

Having thus (as plainly and 
briefly as I could) deſcrib'd the 
Perſon whom God will vouch- 
ſafe to hear in Prayer, I come 
in the next Place) to diſcover 
what kind of Prayer that 1s which 
he accepts. 

As the word 4\1zai®. Juſt, or 
Righteous, properly ſignifies a 
Perſon who is (by the Judge) 


declared (or pronounced) to 


be Juſt, (or Innocent) or to be 


abſolved or acquitted in Judg- 


ment, and .ſo marks out (by 
way of diſtinction) the Perion 
Wrom God will hear, excluding 

all 
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30 . A Diſcourſe of 
all others whatſoever, be theirBirth 
and Qualifications what they will 
according to fl ſhly Generation. 

So the words, Jens erepyovphin, 
deeſis Energoumene, ſignifie and 
import an inwrought Prayer; or 
a Prayer wrought by the Holy 
Ghoſt, within the Soul of the Per- 
{on ſo declared (or pronounced) 
Juſt and Innocent. And as the term 
Juſt, (or Righteous) diſtinguiſh- 
eth between the Perſon whom 
God wyl hear, and the Perſon 
whom he abominates, fo the 
terms inwrought Prayer, diſtin- 
guiſheth between that Prayer 
which pleaſetn God, an! 
the Prayer (or Prayers) which 
will ſtink in his Noſtrils : how 
pleaſing ſoever: Such Prayers ſeem 
to unjuſtified (and ſelf pleaſing) 
Zealots from tꝭ e import and ſigni- 
fication of he Word, (in the 
Original) I fhall obſerve three 

things by way of Remark... 


f 


Firſt, 


ght Prayer. 31 
Firſt, That the inwrought Pray- 
Jer mentioned in the Text, is the 
work ot God's Spirit in the Soul, of 
2 juſtified, pardoned Sinner in pro- 
aucing which the pardoned Sin- 
ner Chimielf) hath no hand, but 
Is effected by the immediate Effi- 
r ciency of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
is (therefore) a material Part of 
the new Creation, wrought in the 
elect Sinner in effectual Calling, 
2 Cor. 5. 17. Epheſ. 2. 10. 

Secondly, That the inwrought 
Prayer in the Text, is the Gift of 
God, peculiar to the Elect, and 
to none elſe, and that in the Right 
er Jof Election. God never ſends 
North the Spirit of his Son into 
ch che Heart of any Sinner, to ena- 
ble the Sinner to call him, Abba, 
m rather, but that Sinner whom the 
g) Father elected and choſe to him- 
n- Telf in Chriſt his Son, Gal. 4. 6. 
he Thirdly, That to mock and 
ce Iperſecute thoſe who have receiv'd 
this inwrought Prayer, (in their 

10 Souls) 


oY Nes 


Prayers) which is not inwrought 


and (by compulſion) impos'd on 


and impoſing ſuch Prayers be, 
_ Ea. 29. 13. 


e 0 
Souls) it is the infallible Brand (or 
Character) of a Scoffing 1hmae- 
lite whoris a ſtranger to the Spi. 
rit and Grace of God's Covenant, 
* 4. 29. 2 Pet. 3. 3. Judt 
. 

Fourthly, That all Prayer (or 


in the Soul by the Holy Ghoſt, 
but is deviſed by humane Wit, 


the Conſcience, it ſtinks, and will 
be rejected of God, how plauſible 
ſoever the Arguments for deviſing 


Having thus plainly diſcove- 
red, that the Perſon whom God 
will vouchſafe to hear is (and muſt 
be) a juſtified (pardoned) Sin- 
ner, not one who is (yet) in a 
ſtate of Enmity againſt (and Ali- 
enation from) God; and like 
wiſe that the Prayer which God 
will accept is the inwrought Pray- 

OE. er, 
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r, wronght (by the Holy Ghoſt) 
n the Soul of a juſtified (pardon- 
d) Sinner ; not ſuch Prayers as 
recompoſed by Man's Wit, and 
e Inpoſed (on the Conſcience) by 

mane Authority. 
I now proceed to ſpeak to the 
veral other Queſtions pro- 
ounded to be reſolved about 
er. 


And the third Queſtion is, 


Duty of) an unregenerate Man-to 


mination unto God? 

I anſwer in the Affirmative, 
hat it is not only Lawful for, but 
ne undoubted Duty of an unre- 
enerate Man to Pray unto God. 


2 he Reaſons (hereof ) are as fol- 


li- W. 


te- Reaſon (1.) Firſt, Becauſe Pray- 


od r (as it is Part of natural Wor- 
y- p) is a Duty incumbent on al] 

* 5 1 Adam's 
. 


hether it be Lawful for (or the 


ray unto God, ſeeing that the beſt 
\tions of ſuch a Man are an Abo- 
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Adam's Children: And), albeit 
ſuch is the depraved State and 
Condition of Adam's Children 
that they cannot Pray withou ch 
ſinning in what they do; yet i. 


ſtill remains their Duty. 
Reaſon (2.) Secondly, Becauſe th 


of two Evils, the leſs is (always 
to be choſen. 

It is a great Evil to offer tha 8 
(as Sacrifice) to a Holy God, 


 which1s polluted with Sin, as al 8 
the Thoughts, Words and AGY, 
ons of an unregenerate Man are: 
But it is a far greater Evil for aff 
Sinner not to Pray at all. 
The Firſt, (viz.) to offer to God p 
a Prayer, which abounds with] ; 
Sin z argues a ſtate ofſpiritual Im ; 
potency, from which the poor g 
Capiive Sinner can no way free g 
himſels * f 


But wholly to neglect. (0 
fight) calling on God (in Pray- 
er) it argues higheſt contempt 

b Ip 


loud » 
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Il 


againſt the Majeſty of Hea- 


ven. 

Reaſon 3. Thirdly, Becauſe 
that out of the way of Duty, 
Sinner is not to expect Help (or 
Relief) from Gol: Whatever 
the Almighty may do in a way of 
Soveraignty, in preventing the 
Deſtruction of his Creatures, yet 
Sinners have no ground (or war- 
rant) to look, (or expect) that 
God mould work for heir Deli- 
rerance, while they ( wilfully 
neglect crying to, and calling on 
Him for Help and Relief. 

Reaſon 4. Becauſe God ex- 


pects that the Talents of an unre- 


generate Man ſhall be improv'd ; 
the natural Man (though a ſtran- 
ger to ſaving Grace) hath many 


good Gifts and Endowments 


from God, which are given to be 


imploy'd for the Glory of God, 


and the Common Good, both of 
the Sinners, ſelf, and others; and as 
| | It 
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it is but rational that thoſe Gift 


ſhould be improv'd to the utmoſt, 


in invoking the Name, and wrelt- 
ling with the Majeſty of Heaven 
tor Help and Succour, in time of 
Need and Danger; to it is moſt 
Juſt and Righteous with God, to 
turn the back on ſuch who (thro 


Sloth and Idleneſs) will rather 


ye down and Periſh, than beſtir 
themſelves (in a way of Duty) to 
prevent their own and others 
Ruin. And albeit ſaving Grace be 


the abſolute free Gift of God, and 


ſo out of the reach of an unrege- 
rate Man's free Will, and the ut- 


moſt Improvement he can (poſſi- 


bly) make of his Natural and 


Acquired Endowments, yet it is 


the undoubted Duty of the Sin- 
ner, to b.-labour himſelf, (to the 
utmoſt) according to the natural 
Ability he hath, to ſeek and beg 
from God the ſaving Grace he 
wants; and if he Periſh, he wi 
1 7 
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Naht Prayer. 37 
fnd it greatly Ad vantageous to 
periſn in God's way; for to Periſh 
in the way of Duty, will (un- 
doubtedly) render the Torments 
of Hell more tolerable to him, 
than they will prove to the Pre- 
ſumptuous Deſpiſers of God, wio 


are grown ſo deſperate in Sinning, 


as that they chuſe rather to be 


| Damn'd (Eternally) than once 


to Pray to the Almighty to deli- 
ver and fave them. 

Reaſon 5. Becauſe the Poor 
Sinner knows not but that God 
may meer him in a way of 1070 
raign Mercy, and ſaving Grace, 
when he ſees the Poor Sinner juſt 
linking under the Weight of his 
Sins, and Groaning and Sighing 
under the Senſe and Feeling of 
his own Inability to help. or 
ſave himſelf; when the Poor Sin- 
ner finds that he hath Run out 
the full length of the Chain of 
his own free Will and moral En- 
C2 deavours 
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deavours to fave himſeif, and 
finds (in bitter Experience) that 
Salvation is (ſtill) as far from him, 


as when he firſt ſet out in the way 
_of working for Life, he 15 


brought to that Extremity, as to 
Conclude and Cry out, I am paſt 
all Hopes of Recovery, by what 


Creatures can(Poſlibly)do ; Lord! 
Heip thou a Poor, Sinful and 


Helpleſs Creature, who have un- 
done my Selt, and wrought mine 
own Ruin: I find now (in wo— 
ful Experience) that my Caſe and 
Condition is ſo (every way) Help- 
leſs and Deſpcrate, that none in 
Earih or Heaven can (poſſibly) 
Heal or Cure me; but the rich, 


the free, and ſoveraign, undeſer- 


ved Grace of thee, the everliving 
Soveraign of the World. If thou 
wilt, thou canſt ſave me. If 
thon wilt not, my Ruin 1s of my 
f. I will (for ever) acquit and 
Jaſtiſi: thee, from being any 

way 
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Right Prayer. 39 
way the Caule of my Damna- 
n.. 
I never Heard or Read, that 
ever God rejected any Poor Sin- 
ner, who came this lengih to 
meet God in the way of Dux. 
But wo and alas! The miſery 
of this Age lies here, in that their 
cannot help themſelves, is be- 
come a real will not. They nei- 
ther will pray, nor ſtrive (in the 


| uſe of means) to prevent their 
own Ruin (what in them lyes) ; 
neither are they willing or deli- 


rous that God ſhould fave them 
in a way of free and abſolute 
Grace. 

Thouſands upon Thouſands, 
in City and Country, are ſo in- 
fected with the Peſtiferous Con- 
tagion of free Will, and general 


Redemption, and the univerſal 


Grace which they Brag is offered 
and given to all Men, that they 
Act rather the Part of mad Men, 

C 3 : than 


40 A Diſcourfe of 
than the part of Men deſigned for 
Lite and Salvation, in that the 
tree Will, and general Grace, (of 
which they ſo much Boaſt) are 
become as ſtupid and dead (as 
touching ſtriving after God in 
the way of Duty) as Death it 
ſel f. „ 

All I ſhall (or need to) ſay of 
ſuch Atheiſtical ( beſotted) Sin- 
ners, is, that if they have fuch a 
thing as free Will to Good, and a 
Power to forbear thoſe abomina- 
ble Sins which provoke God, and 
ripen themſelves and the Nation 
for Ruin: If they have any part 
of that univerſal Grace, which 
(they Brag) is given to all Men; 


they are (of a!] Men) the moſt 


- Wretched and Miſerable : Becauſe 
that among the many (Number- 
leſs) Millions in Hell, none will 
be found more Inexcuſeable than 
they, in that they did not im- 
prove, but (with the Idle and 

Slot!.- 
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Sothful Servant in the Parable) 
hid and bury'd their (fo much 
boaſted of) Talents of tree Will, 
and univerial Grace, Mat. 25. 25. 
Mat. 12. 37. . 
Lueſt, 4. Whether it be 
lawful for (or the Duty of) an 
awakened Sinner to take up with, 
and to make uſs of, (tinted Forms 
of Prayer Compoſed by other 


Men, and by humane Authority 


Impoſed on the Conſcience ? 


To this Queſtion I anſwer in 


the Negative, (viz._) That it is 
no way lawful for (or the Duty 


of ) an awakened Soul to take up. 
with, or to make uſe of ſtinted 
Forms of Prayer Compoſed by 
other Men, and Impoſed (on the 
Conſcience) by humane Autho- : 


rity. 


The Reaſons are plainly theſe 


which follow. 
Reaſon 1. Firſt, Becauſe 


there is no need. of ſuch a Pra- 
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Ctice; this will appear (convincing- 
ly true) if we (without Prejudice) 
conſider but two Things. 

Firſt, The infallible certainty 
of ſuch as are ſavingly Enlight- 
ned and Regenerated, having re- 
ceived the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, whereby they are enabled to 
cry, Abba, Father, and to Pray ac- 
ceptably to God, Rom. 8. 15, 26, 
Now for ſuch Souls to take up 
with, and to make uſe of, {tinted 
Forms of Prayer Compoſed by 
other Men, and Impoſed by hu- 
mane Authority, is not only need- 
leſs, but very ſinful. Firſt, Need- 
leſs, in that a living Spring (from 
the Fountain of living Waters) 
taking up its Lodging in the Soul 
of the regenerate Sinner, he 15 
(thereby, and the Spirit from 
whom it came) enabled to Pray 
without any help from Creatures. 

He who hath a running Stream 
within his own Houſe, need _ 
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Right Fer. 44 
be beholding to * e 5 
for Water, Jo. 4. „„ 
27. 
8 * it is needleſs for the Belie- 
ver, (who hath this living Spring 
Jof Grace in his Soul, and the Spi- 
Int of Grace too to inhabit in 
bim) to be beholden to the 
Muddy Puddles of Mens come | 
» MW poſed Prayers; ſo it is very 
| My linful, for the Believer to act ſo 
njuriouſſy againſt the Spirit, 
(whoſe Work and Office in the 
Soul it is to teach and enable the 
Soul to Pray aright) as to allow 
„ himſelf to Practiſe that which 
experience Teaches) will prove 
Ivo better than a quench Coal to 
Ihe good Motions of the Spirit 
within the Soul; and allo a 
keeping the Believer back from 
Waxing and. Growing in the 
Grace and Spirit of Right Pray- 
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And as it is Sinful for a Belie- 
ver to conſent (or yeild) to ſuch a 
Practice, ſo it is no leis than ſpi- 


ritual Tyranny, and Religious 


Uſurpation, for any (in pretence 
of Headſhip or Power over the 


Church) to impoſe (or force) 


their own compoſed (and ſtinted) 
Forms of Prayers, on the Mvnici. 
ences of thoſe who (by Grace) 


are made Chriſt's free Men. It 


is neither likely, nor yet probable, 
that Chriſt ſhould (by his Blood) 


_ purchaſe a Liberty for his Re- 


deemed, to ſer them free from 
the ſinking Yokes of Circumciſt- 
on, and the Ceremonial Law, 


to the end the Sons of Men might 


exerciſe an Uſurping (Lording 
Authority over their Souls and 
Conſciences, in impoſing on them 
Tyrannical Yokes of their own 
LDeviſing. 

As for thoſe unregenerate Sin- 


ners, who are (as yet SY in a State 


of 


Night Prayer. 45 
of unregeneracy, it is no way con- 


aducing to their Converſion, to 
mac uſe of ſuch Forms of Prayer, 
; | whether out of Choice, or by 
. | Compulſton : For I ſhall die in the 
ſtedfaſt Perſwaſion, that that: 
ö which is not an Ordinance of God, 
appointed for converting Sou's 
"| to Chriſt, will ever awaken, con- 

\Þ vince or turn to Chriſt one Sin- 
) ner. Sad Experience hath taught 
[ x 7 
and convinced me, what a Hin- 
| drance the uſe of ſuch Forms of 
Prayer hath been to keep me back 


from ſound Converſion, in that 


all the effect ſuch Forms of 

Prayer had on my Soul, was 
to Root mein a profound Securi- 
) ty, and fixed Perſwaſion, that 1 
was a true Son of the Church, 
and (Conſequently) a real Con- 
vert: Whereas God and my 


Conſcience knows, I was all thoſe - 

Years of my Zeal for thofe. Forms - 

of Prayer, as great a Stranger to- 
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46 A Diſconrſe of 
the new Birth as ever Nicodlemut 
was: I neither Jabourcd to ſtir 
up in my felt (or to improve) 
thoſe Gifts and Talents where- 
With my Maker had endow'd me, 
whereby J miglit be brought to 
any ſenſe of the State and * 
dition I was in before God, 

be ſet forward towards ie 
Converſion ; nor was I ſo much 
as put upon Suſpecting or Queſti- 
oning, whether I underſtood 
what true Praying (according to 
the Goſpel) was; but taking it 
for granted, that becauſe the 
Forms I uſcd were » ſound and 
good, as touching the Matter; 
and becauſe J was (more than Or- 
dinarily) Earneſt and Zealous in 


_ ning them as my Prayers, I con- 


cluded that I was a Praying Soul, 
and (conſequently) that I was a 
good Chirſtian; whereas I was 
Cafrerwards) made to know, that 


until the Spirit of Adoption was 


given 


. 5 1 
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given me, (in effectual Calling) I 


never did, nor could I, call God, 
Abba, Father, believingly and 
truly. | 

8 If it be ſeriouſly (and 
without prejudice) Conſidered, 
that the Children of Adam 
(though unregenerate) are en- 
dued with natural Giſts and Parts, 
which God expects ſhall be im- 


prov'd in ſerving God, and the 


preparing for the coming of his 
judgment, the Practiſe of uſing 
and reſting ſatisfied wi.h Forms of 
Prayer compoled by other Men, 
takes the Sinner (clearly) off 


from a due Improvement of thoſe 
Gifts and Talents wherewith God 


hath intruſted him, and renders 


bim Obnoxious, and liable to the 
ame Reprehenſion, and ſad Sen- 


tence, which paſſed on the floth- 
ful Servant in Mat. 25.25. who 
bid his Talent, and did not im- 
prove it. . 
Had 
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Had not ſuch poor miſguide 

| Souls been wheedl'd into a ſeſt 
pleaſing Conceipt and Opinion, 

that that lazy and eaſie way of 

Wi" reading Book-Prayers, compole 
Ji and made ready to their Hands 
| 

] 


(or getting them by Rote) is a 
good (nay, the beſt and ſafeſt) 
Way of Praying, for preventing 
their {peaking either Blaſphemy, 
or Nonſenſe in praying ſhould 
they preſume to Pray without a 
Form; they would (by a due 
and ſeaſonable Improvement of 
their own Gifts and Talents) have 
prevented their being charg d 
with Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs. 
Another Reaſon of the Point 
is, becauſe Reading or Repeating 
ſuch compoled Prayers, cannot (in 
truth and reality) be ſaid or 
if | proved to be that Sinner's Prayer. 
PI An induſtruous Improvement 
oOfthe Gifts and Talents which 
_ God hath intruſted the Sinner 
He with, 
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with, is that which God expects 
and looks ſor at his Hands, as a 
reaſonable Service due to the Sin- | 
oo ners Creator; and for the Non- 
et performance of which reaſonable 1 
SW Service, the Lazy, Idle Forma- 1 
Miſt expoſes himſelf to a liable- | 
J veſs to be turn'd out of , Houſe Wh. 
El and Home, and to be lodg'd in 1 
„utter Darkneſs, with the unprofi- 1 
Ag able Servant, Mat. 35. 30. 
a That ſuch Reading or Re- 
ue peating (by Rote) the Forms 
of compoſed by another, is none of 
"oY that Sinner's own Prayer, I ſhall 
oY make gocd, (againſt all gainſay- 
ers) by induction of Particulars, 
nt which ſhall be propos d by way 
Jof Compariſon, for the great Sa- 
ng tisfaction, and full Conviction, of 
TY every ingenious and unprejudi- 
. cel Mind, which is deſirous to 
at ſee the Banner of God's Truth 
h (in this Point) openly Di.play'd. 
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And, firſt, give me leave to Que- 
ry, of the Patrons of ſuch com. 
poſed and impoſed Forms of 
Prayer; ſuppoſe that the King' 
Speech, or the Biſhop of Canter. 
bury's Sermon (Preach't before 
the King) comes to fall into my 
(or ſome other Man's) Hand, 
this Speech (or Sermon) is Read 
wich ſeeming great Affection 
and Zeal; it is well lik d and ap- 
prov'd of as a moſt excellent 
Specch or Sermon; doth my read- 


ing (or repeating by Heart) that 


Speech or Sermon, make it my 
Speech or Sermon? Is it not ſtill 
the King's Speech, or the Biſhop 
of Canterbury's Sermon? Let this 
compariſon be weigh'd in the 
Ballance of a ſerious and an un- 
prejudiced Conſideration. 

Again, I Query of the above- 
mentioned Patrons, of compoſed 


and {tinted Forms of Prayers, 


whoſe (they think) thoſe Verſes 
| | were, 
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were, which were made in Favour 
ind Commendation of Ceſar, and 
placed over the Pallace-Gate, 
whercin the Emperor was made 
equal to the Gods? Whether was 
Virgil, (who made and compos d 
thoſe Verſes) or Bathyllus, (who 
vainly and fooliſhly Aſſum'd the 
fame to himſelf) ihe true Author 
of them ? 

While Virgil conceal'd himſelf, 
Bathyllus run away with the Ho- 
nour. But when Virgil comes in, 
with his --- Hos Ego verſiculos feci, 


Winlit alter Honores, I have made 


theſe Verſes, another hath taken 
my Honour. Bathyllus | {ſneaks a- 
way in Diſgrace, and Virgil (the 
true Author of thoſe Verſes) was 
Immediately advanced. 

Let poor Prayerleſs Souls, who 
eſt upon (and glory in) the well- 
rorded Prayers compoſed by o- 
hers, have a care they meet not 


with the ſame Succeſs wherewith 
Ba- 
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\ 


by Virgil. Gal. 6. 3. 


made ready to their Hands, 2 Cor, 
10. 16. 


as really a Duty (incumbent on 
all Adam's Children), to act (them- 


concerns of their Bodies: If fo, 


may as rationally truſt to another 


him, (or in his ſtead) while he 
_ (himſelf) neglects vll theſe Offices 
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Bathyllus met, for (vainly) af. 
ming to himſelf the Verſes made 


Oh! How few are there (now 
in England) who Glory not in a- 
nother Man's Line, of thing 


Again, I Query, whether it be 
not as abſolutely Need/ul, and 


ſelves) in the concerns of their 
immortal Souls, as they do in the 


(as beyond all doubt it is) then! 
deſire to be convinc'd wherein 
I am out of the way, when I ſay 
and affirm, that a hungry Man 


Man's Eating, Drinking, Sleep- 
ing, and Cloathing his Body for 


for 


— 
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1] Body. 

If any Reply, and ſay, that I 
ay and affirm (herein) that 
wich is Irrational, becauſe it is 
thing Impoſſible (in Nature) 
hat one Man ſhould Eat, Drink, 
Sleep, and wear Cloaths for ano- 
her, ſeeing that by Nature's Law, 
very individual Perſon is to 


ſo, and not to truſt to the Eat- 
ing, Drinking, Cc. of another. 
To this I anſwer, that by the 


every Soul (who hopes or defires 


for him) the Duties requir'd in 
Chriſtianity. As every Soul is 
required to Believe for himſelF, 


to Repent for himſelf, to Hope 
for himſelf, Cc. So he is as true- 


ly oblig'd and bound to Pray for 
Iuimſelf, ( mew to the Ability 
he 


or the ſupport. of his own natu- 


kat, Drink, Sleep, Gc. for him- 


Law of God's revealed Religion, 


to be ſaved.) is oblig'd to do and 
practiſe (perſonally, not another 


22. So] ſay of every other Grac 


Of Prejudice. 
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he hath given him of God); hei 0 
not to Boaſt in another Mane 
Line, in things made ready to his" 
Hand: Haſt thou Faith? Have ie 
to thy ſelf before God, Rom. 14 


and Duty in Chriſtianity : Halt 
thou this and the other Grace 
of the Spirit? Have them to thy 
{elf before God, do not truſt to, 
or reſt upon thoſe Graces in ano 
ther: Do not deceive thy ſelf 
in thinking, (or believing) that \ 
God will take that for thy perſo- 
nal Prayer, which was a 
by another, and prepared to thy 
Hand. Gal. 6. 4. 

Let but this Queſtion be put 
home to the Conſcience of any 
Rational M., whoſe Reaſon is 
not helices up of the Gulph 


Breſt. Are you willing that 


ſuch or ſuch a Learned Dignitary 
of the Church ſhall chew your 


_ Victu- 


\ 


Right Prayer. 30 

ſictuals for you? Tell and keep 
our Money for you? The an- 
wer would be, I Honour and 
ererence ſuc and ſuch Digni- 
ries for their Learning and 
Dffice ſake 3 but 1 muſt beg their 
Pardon, if I reſolve to chew my 
iuals, and tell and keep my 
loney my ſelf: And wilt thou 
ot ſhew thy ſelf as greatly Con- 
em'd in the matters of Salva- 
on 2 

Are not Believing, Repenting, 


fany Learned Dignitary living 
0 do it for thee? Surely if thou 
loſt, thou ſufficiently declareſt to 


utteſt a far higher Value on thy 
n thy Immortal Soul. 


7 but I Proceed to the 
third 


Meditating and Praying, a chew- 
ns the ſpiritual Cud ? And 
ie thou truſt this in the Hands 


od, Angels and Men, that thou 
eriſhing Body, than thou doſt | 
Inſtances of this kind may be 
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and to uſe, Forms of Prayer cor 


makes outward Forms accept 


might (for ever) ſtop the Mouth 


n 
| 
s 
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third Reaſon, why it is not Lawſhr 
ful for (or the Duty of) an ai 
wakened Sinner to take up withſſe 
i 
poſed by others, and impoſed bl 
humane Authority. 7 


Reaſon 3. Becauſe it appet; 
tains to none to inſtitute (a 
appoint) ſet Forms in Religion 
but to him who can alſo give th: 
inward Spiritual Power, whid 


ble. | 
This very Reaſon (if MAH 
would ſhew themſelves Rational 


of thoſe who Brag and Boaſt o 
the well-compoſednels of 1 
Form, and the Orthodoxy 
Soundneſs of the Matter 2 thok 
Prayers which (by humane | Auſſt 
thority) are impoſed. P 

That which lays ſuch Forma 


open to Divine Reprehenſiony 
ant 


V1 
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Ind beſpeaks them truly contemp- 

ible in the eſteem of all who are 
N eally acted by the Spirit of Adop- 
jon, is, that they are humane 
ſorms, deſtitute of that divine 
irtue and Power which be- 
peaks all Religious Forms Accep- 
able and Pleaſing to God, and 
tetreſhing, Edifying, and Com- 
orting to the Souls "ot Believers. 
o which I add, that the Forms 
o highly extoll*, and ſo (migh- 


he Fruit of thoſe Gifts and Ta- 
nts, of thoſe who make uſe of 
hem for their Prayers. 


le 
1a), 
1th 


to If Believers be exhorted ( * 


t\FGod himſelf) to turn the back 
anqon thoſe who retain the Form of 
hol odlineſs, compos d and inſtitu- 
Auſted by God himſelf, when the 


MMmore ought Believers to turn a- 
ſioq way from thoſe who have neither 


ly) contended for, they are not 


Ef is deny'd ; certainly much 


any Power 1 


— « 
* 


worldly Advantage by ſo doing 


open to the Rejection and Blaſt d 


their Prayers. 
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Power nor Form of God's own 
appointment, 2 Im. 3. 5. 
Reaſon 4. Becauſe that to 
Practiſe the Commandments « 
Men, and to offer the ſame (az 
worſhip) to God, either for fear 
of Mens Frowns, or to gail 


will prove {ſuch Perſons not only 
diſſembling Hypocrites in Religyſf | 
on, but they will lay themſelve 


God's Mouth, Eſa. 29. 13. Ma, 


15. 9. 1 
Reaſon 5. Becauſe there 


not recorded in all the Word df 


God, any one inſtance where 
God impowered or authorized 
any meer Man (or Men) to Com 
pole Forms of Prayer, and «© 
Impoſe the ſame on others fo 


Now ſeeing that the written 


Word of God is the only Rule 
of, a  Bclicver' s Faith and Lite, i 


mul 
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maſt Neceſſarily (and by una- 


yoidable Conſequence ) follow 
that whatever 1s not therein Re- 
com:nended eithcr by Precept or 
Example, it is to be rejected and 
abhorr'd, and that upon pain of 
God's rejecting aud abhorring 
us for diſobeying his Commands. 
Reaſon 6. Becauſe whatever 


s not done and praiſed in 


Faith, (in ſerving God) is alto- 
gether Abominable to God, be- 
cauſe Sinful : Now that which 
is neither expreſly (or by Conſc- 
quence) commanded by God ; 
nor yet hath any Promiſe of Ac- 
ceptance made to it, can never be 
laid to be done or practiſed i 5 
Faith, Rom. 14. 22. Heb. 11. 6 

Let the Patrons and Pleaders for 
ſuch compos'd and ſtinted Forms 
of Prayers, either ſhew wherein 
all the Word of God ſuch Forms 
are warranted, or where God 
hath made any Promiſe of . 
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5 chem, or elſe let them h 
Linge niouſly) own that I have the f 
Truth on my ſide. 
Againſt the Reaſons (here) laid 
down to overthrow ſtinted Forms 
of Prayer, ſeveral things are Ob- 
jected. I will reduce them (for 
brevity ſake) to Six Particulars, to 
each of which I will (in Chriſt 
Strength) Reply Faithfully an! 
Hon<«ſtly, according to God's 
Word, and the Experience God 
hath bleſt me with. 


SC Ate oa ied: os” 3 cnet AQ Wk fans an > rh 


Object. 1. The Scriptures have 
laid 1 a ſet Form of Prayer, 
and Commands the ſame to be uſed, 
Luke 11. 2. When ye Fray; ſs / 9 
Our Father, &c. 


A” a — a————— arrrn 


Anſ. In Two Particulars. 


Firſt, By way of Dilemma, thus, 
Either it was the Mind of Chriſt 


| that that Form of Words ow 
| | 6 
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Abe impos d on Believers as their 


prayer, or it was not? 

One of theſe muſt (unavoida- i 
bly.) be Granted. 

ii it was, then it (neceſſarily) 
follows, that all Believers (as well 
as ſome) are bound up to that 
Form: Now it lycs at the Ob- 
ecter's Door, to Prove that ever 
any of the Apoſtles or Primitive 
Believers of that Firſt (and Beſt) 
Age of the Goſpel Church, ever 
uſed that Form of Words for their 
Prayer ( lotidemw verbis) in ſo 
many words. 

If it was not the Mind of Chriſt 
that that Form of Words ſhould 
be impos'd on Believers as a Yoke 


of Duty, how Ignorant of the 


Scriptures are ſuch Obje&ers? 
Secondly, By way of Explica- 
lion of fue miſunderſtood and a- 
buſed Text; moſt certain it is (I 
hope to Die in the Faith of it) 
t the Mind of Chriſt in that 


92 Text, 
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Text, to the Believers then was, 
au] to us now) is, that both they 
and we ſhould take that Form 
of Words for a ſtanding general 
Rule or Platform, according to 
which he would have all Believers 
(to the end of the World) to 
traine their Prayers. 

1 will lay down Four Argu- 
ments to Prove what I have A- 
ſerted to be the Mind and De- 
ſign of Chriſt in that Text. 

Arg. 1. The different variety 
of Expreſſion in which the Two 
Evangeliſts ſet down that Form 
of Words. Firſt, In the very En- 
trance upon that Form, Like ſay- 
ing, When ye Pray, ſay, Our Fa- 
ther, &c. Lube 11. 2. Matthew ſay- 
ing, When ye Pray, ſay after this 
manner, &c. Mat. 6. 9. Secondly, 
In that theſe Two Evangeliſts 
vary in ſundry words in {ſetting 
down this Form. For Example, 
Li he o gits (or leaves out) the 

- „„ Doxo- 
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Doxology; Matthew hath it. 
Matthew hath, Give us this day our 
daily breal. Luke hat, Give us 
day by day or daily bread. Mat- 
thew hath, Forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. Tube hath, 
Forgive us our ſins, &C. 

Had it been the Mind of Chriſt 
that Believers ſhould be tied up 
to that Form of Words, (in Pray- 
ing) the unerring Spirit (where- 
by the Two Evangeliſts were act- 
ed) would have been more ex- 
act and accurate in ſetting down 
the Words of that Form But the 
Deſign of Chriſt bei (only) to 
ay down a General Rule (or 
Platform) according to which he 
would have Believers to frame 
their Prayers, there was not that 
Regard had to the placing of the 
words, as otherwiſe would have 
been,had it been his will, that that 
Form of Words ſhould be uſed 
by Believers as their Prayer ; but 

D 3 the 


— — — 


doom and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt to 


64 - A Diſcourſe f q 
the Words being defign'd (only) 
as a General Rule (or Platform) 
of Prayer, what was omitted by 
one Evangeliſt, is ſupply'd in the 
other. 4 
Argument 2. The ſhortneſs of 
that Form, in reaching the ſeve- 
ral Cafes of every Believer (in 
Particular) is a convincing Ar- 
gument, that the Wiſdom of 
Chriſt never delign'd that Form 
of Words to be impos d on be- 
lievers as their Prayer. 
It is certain, that the Caſe and 
Condi ion of Believers, (while in 
a State of Amperfection) is vari- 
ous and changeable; ſo muſt their 
Prayers be. It would be altoge- 
ther Inconſiſtent with the Wiſ⸗ 


tye up Believers to any Prayer or 
Prayers (whatever) which are 
not fall to the Purpoſe, in Suit- 
ing or Anſwering the Particular 
Caſe of every Believer. _ 

1s 
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This is plain from the Practiſe 
of God's Church (in all Ages) 
who always ſuited her Prayers to 
her preſent Condition ſhe was in ; 
Read what is (ct down in 1 King 
0, 38. What prayer or ſupplication 


ſoever be made by any inan, or by 


all thy people Iſrael, which ſhall 
nom every man the plague of his 
n Heart, and ſpread forth his 


— 


bands towards this houſe, Then. 


tear thou in Heaven, &c. 


By this Scripture now Quoted, 


and many more which may be 


offer d to the ſame Purpoſe out 
of the Old Teſtament, it is moſt 


evident, that the Church had no 


lach thing as a ſet or ſtinted Li- 


turgy by which ſhe Prayed. 

From this I do (moſt rational- 
ly) infer, that if the Church of 
God was (while in the State of 


her Minority) enabled to Pray 


vithout a ſet or ſtinted Liturgy, 
t muſt (unavoidably) be the 


. — 


D4 higheſt. 
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- higheſt Reflection upon, and the 
greateſt Diſhonour (imaginable) 
to the Son of God; that his 
Church being (now come to the 
State of Manhood, (in Spirituals) 
and being ſo (plentifully) enricht 
with thoſe Gifts of the Spirit, 
which he Purch asd for, and Be- 
gueath'd to his Spouſe at his Al- 
cenſion, ſhou'd be leſs able to make 
her Addreſſes to God, then (be 
was in her State of Nonage be- 
fore his coming in the Fleſh. 
Agreeing herewith is that of 
Paul, Eph. 6. 18. Praying alway wit) 
all Prayer and Supplication in the 
Spirit, and matching thereunto with 
all Perſeverance and Supplication for 
all Saints. | 
This Scripture, with many more 
(of the ſame Import) in the New 
Teſtament,makes it plain, (beyond 
a Contradiction) that in the & 
poſtolical Days there was no ſuch 
thing as a ſtated and ſtinted Lt 
8 | _ turg), 


— = — 
r —_— . . 
I", * . — * . 3 
pul * — — — _ * — a 
Las * 2 — — . _ — 
— — — — = — _ K = * ' 
— * 
4 * 
0 
9 : * 
5 
1 


— — = = K - _ 
Y þ — 
—— RS _— 0 -» „„ 
— — * . 
- a 0 —— — $4 — 


9 
923 - 
.” 


Right Prayer. 57 


turgy- But the Apoſcles and Pri- 
mitive Churches did frame their 

Prayers according to their Pre- 
bent Circumſtances they were in, i 
which leads me to a Third Argu- 1 
ment, to Confirm the Truth of 1 
chat Senſe and Explication I have 
given of the ſo much abuſed 
- Text, (above. mention d) Lake 
© 11. 2. 
e Argument 3. The Example and 
= Pradtiſe of Criſt (himſel;) andy, 

his Holy Apoftles, who (beyond 
all Contradiction) framed their 
Prayers according to the Preſent - | 
be Occaſion they had in Hand; a: Ii 
th} few Inſtances. (hereof) may "be | 
or | {een on Record. 

Firſt, When Chriſt Deſign d to» i 

re Raiſe Lazarus, (by Miracle) he did 
not uſe thoſe Word3--- Our Fa- | 
nd ther, &c. nor yet any ſtinied 
A- Liturgy, but framed his-Petitions. 
ich} to God his Father according 0 
Li. the Deſien he bad in Hand, 
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” (God 


ve 


Jo. 11. 41, 42. And Jeſus lift u) 


bis eyes, and ſaid, Father, I thank 
thee, &cc. | 


Again, when in that Bitter A- 
gony (in the Garden), He fell on 
is face, and prayed, ſaying, O my 
Father, if it be poſſible let this Cu 


paſs from me. Nevertheleſs, not as 


Iwill, but as thou wilt. 


And when he comes to give 


the finiſhing ſtroak to the Work 
of our Redemption on the Croſ;, 


He cryd with a loud voice, Eli, 
Eli, Lamaſabacthani, my God, my 
„ why haſt thou forſaken 
5 


And a little before his Suffer: 
ing, when he puts up his moſt 


Solemn and Heavenly Prayer for 


his Diſciples, (and all other Be- 
lievers to the end of the World) 


it is evident he did not uſe the 


Form of Words, ſo much Boaſt- 
cd of by the Advocates of Liiur- 
cies, and ſtinted Forms of Pray: 


Dn _—_ 
— — 
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ers, but frames his Incompara- 
ble (and moſt) Excellent Prayer 
to his Father, according to the. 
preſent Occaſion: This appears a 
in the 17th Chap. of John to the | 
end. And albeit he did not on F 
any of the above mentioned Oc- 
caſions) make uſe of the Form i 
above mentioned, yet it is not to | , 
| 
| 


© © be Queſtioned, but that he framed 
all his Prayers according to that 
„ General Rule (or Platform) of 
„ Prayer laid down by himſelf, 
y Y which is the thing I contend for; 
"| which if Granted by the Adver- 
fares, (as I cannot ſee how they 
. can avoid it) the Chief Hold and {8 
t Refuge they bave to fly to is 
or blown up, and they themſelves - . | 
e. (being driven from that hold) 
I) put to their ſhifts to fly to (and 
ae take Sanctuary under) the fha- 
t. dow of the Churches pretended ' 
. Power, from which (I doubt not) | | 
| ſhall be enabled (by him who | 
> 7 50s | 
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them to quit that hold (alſo) as 


4 Difcourſe —— 
is the Head. and. King of tle 
Church) to beat them, forcin 


they have done the former. As 
the Scriptures make it plain that 
Chriſt himſelf did not (on any 
of the above mention'd Occaſi- 
ons) uſe the Form fo. mightily 
contended for; but did (as hath 
already been obſerved) frame all 
his Prayers to the ſeveral Occa- 
ſions which lay before him, fo 
tis Holy Apoliles did (by the un. 
erring Inſtinct of the Holy Ghoſi) 
tollow the Bleſſed Example of 
their Lord and Maſters. practise 
in this very matter. 
Two moſt plain Inſtances (of 
this Truth) we find on Record, 
the one is the Oc aſion they had 
of chuſing an Apoſtle to {uc- 
ceed in the room of Judas. the 
Traitor, Acts 1. 24, 25. Jud they 
prajed, and faid,, I hou, Lord. which 
hgoweſt the hearts of all men, boy 
Wie 
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whether of the two thou haſt cho- 


ſen, &c. The other is the Occa- 


ſion they bad of chuſing Dea- 


cons, AFs 6. 6. In neither of 


which, (nor in the Prayer they 
put up to God againſt their Per- 


lecutors, in As 4. 24. to Ver. 32. 


did they uſe the Ferm of Words 
in Luke 11. 2. but did frame 


teir Prayers to ſute the matter 
in hand. 


Argument 4. The Fourth Ar- 


gument {hall be the Command of 
Chriſt, to {ſhun and avoid Tauto- 
lies and vain Repetitions, Mat. 
6. 7. But when: ye pray, uſe not 
v4in regetitions-as the Heathens do 
For they think they ſhall be heard 
fer their nuchi ſpeaking, &C. 
No what can be more plain 
than. that {vc i Men Prove them- 
elves (ex reamly) Guilty of vain 
Repetitions, who multiply words in 
their Prayers, repeating the very 
linie words over and over (even 


to 
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the ſeveral little ſnips of Pray- 
ers and Reſponds, wherewith the 
Liturgy abounds with, Our Fa- 
ther, which art in Heaven, &c, 
and that ſeveral times in the 
ſame Morning and Evening Ser- 
vice. 

I ſpeak not theſe things out of 
Prejudice to the Ezeliſh Nation, 
or to Affront the Governors there- 
of, who are ſuch great Counte- 
nancers of the Vanity I am now 
D-crying. But from the Senſe 


of that Duty I owe to the offend- 
ed Majeſty of God, whoſe Pre- 
ſence and Goſpel are now ready 
to take Wing, in order to their 


Departing from a Nation who 
have been ſo many Years harden- 
ing themſelves againſt God in 
the ways of Sin and Folly. But 
more eſpecially their refuſing to 


lay the Neck under th? Yoke of 
his Son's Goipel Government, 


f aring 


— 
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fearing leaſt (thereby) they ſhould 
let the Statutes of Omri fall in- 

to Contempt, and ſo the Foun- 
dation of their own Senſual King- 
dom come to be not only ſba- 
len, but even quite overthrown. 
J ſay, tron a Senſe of the Du- 
iy I owe to God, and the great 
Love and honourable Reſpect 
I have for Poor, Languiſhing, 
„ Bleeding Eugland, and the Go- 
. vernment thereof, I deal thus 
on | painlys if any Son of Violence 
ſe © offers to lay a Perſecuting Hand 
J. upon me for the Plainneſs and 
e. Faithfulneſs, (here uſed) both for 
iy God, and the Kingdoms Gocd, 
ir let ſuch know, that through God's 
a0 Rich Grace to me, (the unwor- 
n- | thieſt of ſaved Sinners) I ſhall be 
in | found fitter for a Priſon, than 
ut be Cor they) will be for the Im- 
to pending Judgments of God, 
of Which threaten to lay the Land 
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Object. 2. That . which 
is Extemporary, is, to them who 


Hear and Join in it, a Form. 


I anſwer to this Objection m 


Two Particulars. 


Fir rſt, That which is not 2 
Form in it ſelf, is not a Form to 


Prayer conceived and made 


by the abilities given by God, is 


Cto the People) the Benefit of 
Gift beſto wed for their Edifice 
tion. 

That (only) can be called a 
Form of Prayer which a Man u 
ſech, (as ſuch) and to the uſe of 


which he tieth himſelf up. The Na- 


ture of a Form of Prayer depends 
on the uſe of it. No Man is (in 
Praying) tied up to the Words 
of the Miniſter. 

Secondly, Peoples joining toge- 
ther with him that Prays ACCor- 


cing to che ability given him (by 


Gad) for Edifica 1 ion, 13 a Duty, 
This 
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This Objection is vain and fri- 
volous. 

Objection 3. Every one hath 
not the Spirit to help him to 
Pray. And therefore ſuch muſt 
be holpen by Forms of Devoti- 
on. | — 75 
Hereto I ſhall Reply in Three 
Particulars. 

Firſt, They who are by Faith 
united to Jeſus Chriſt, they have 
the Spirit of Adoption, which en- 
ables them to Pray, 3 
ly) why ſhould they be hinder- 
ed, and by Humane Laws Perfe- 
ated for not uſing a Form? 

Secondly, Such as have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, will never get it 
by Uſing and Pleading for Hu- 
mane Forms of Prayers. I have 
already ſhewn how that that 
which, is not (it (elf) an. Ordi- 
nance of God, appointed for Con- 
ver ing Sinners to Chriſt, will ne- 
ver bring a Soul to Gd. 
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then Mariners in Jonab 5. 6. 


Diſcourſe of 

Thirdly, Though the Perſons Wi 
intended in the Objection, have I" 
not the Spirit of Chriſt ({aving- 
ly) in them, to enable them to 
Pray, yet they have a ſhare of 
the common Gifts of the Spirit, 
whereby they are render'd capa- 
ble of Praying to God for the 
Spirit. The very Light of Na- 
ture teaches Men to pnt up 
Prayers io God, according to the 
Danger they apprehend them- 
ſelves to be in ; this is Evident 
from the Practiſe of thoſe Hea- 


from which I obſe ve, that where 
and when a Poor Sinner finds 
_ himſelf pinched with the Sight 
and Senſe of his Miſery, he will 
not want words to Cry, and to 
Beg for Relief. 
In Caſe a poor Beggar be both 
Hungry and Naked, be reduced 
to ſuch Extremity (of Miſery), as 
that he perceives Nature 75 $ 
2 ak 
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; Minking ſtarving Condition, can 
e Iny Man (Rationally) think, that 
ſuch a Man ſtands in need of a 
o Monitor to Inſtra& (or Teach) 
of bim what words to ule in Beg- 
t, Ning ? ſurely ir muſt be granted, 
- Ithat ſinking ſtarving Nature is 
e the beſt Monitor in ſuch a Caſe. 
Oh If we could (once) but ſtar- 
ple and awaken Dead Sinners out 
e Jof their Damning Security, by the 
Terrors of God's Law ſet home on 
the Conſcience, ſo as that they once 
become apprehenſive of the Miſe- 
Jable Cursed State they are in; 
dow buſie and active would Natu- 
fal Conſcience be in throwing off 
hat ſloth and ſecurity of the Soul, 
in which the Generality of Eug- 
o Nds Profeſſors, both Nonconfor- 
wits and Conformiſts, are in dan- 
h Per of Periſhing Eternally : How 
d oon would Nature be call'd in 
to the Relief of the Wounded, 
Bleeding Soul 2 The Man's Know- 
ledge, 


haſten in to help the Awakened 


they make Secure, Dead Sinners 


will take the poor Sinners off from 


Security and vain Confidence of 
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ledg?, his Wit, his Memory, his 
Tongue, his Lips, his All muſt 


Guilty Sinner, to make a Prayer 
ſuted to the Diſtreſſed, Deploraſp. 
ble Condition he feels himfelf to 
be in. „ 
All that can be expected from 
the Forms contended for, is, that 


more Dead and Secure; in that 
the Uſing and Practiſing them 


improving the Gifts of Nature, 
and lulling the Hypocritical For-. 
maliſt in ſuch a deep ſſeep ot 


the Goodneſs and Happinels 

of his Condition, as nothing 
ſhort of ſome amazing Judgment 
(from above), or the unquencha- 
ble Flames of Hell, will awaken 
the Sinner out of. 


O 
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WW ObjeFion 4. A ſtated Liturgy 
is good help to weak Mini- 
ters, G0. 1 
i To this I Anſwer in Three 
„articulars. 3 
HFrſt, It is moſt certain, that by 
he Law of Chriſt, no Man is to 
de accounted capable of the Sa- 
red Office of the Miniſtry, but 
Wat Man who is (by the Spirit of 
hriſt) fitted (in meaſure) for ſo 
acred an Office, 2 Tim. 2. 2. 
ind the things which thou haſt 
here of me among many witneſſes, 
be ſame commit thou to faithful 
n, who ſhall be able to teach o- 
Vers alſo. 
As to ſend an ignorant and 
nſufficient Perſon on an Ambaſ- 
ent Vie, would reflect great diſhonour 
ha- pn the King who ſends him ; ſo 
senf reflects great diſhonour on the 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, to have igno- 
nt and inſufficient Men put in- 
i the Office of the Miniſtry, 
2 Tim. 
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2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. All ſcripture js 
given by inſpiration of God, and 
is profitable for dodtrine, for re. 
proof, for correction, for inſtrufi 
on in righteouſneſs ; that the ma 
of God might be perfect, throngll 
furniſhed to every good work. 
Secondly, Stinted Forms ( of 
Prayer) are ſo far from helping 
weak Miniſters, that they are ra 
ther a means of encreaſing an 
feeding a Spirit of Sloth and La 
zineſs, which is to be (carefully 
{hun'd and watcht againſt. H 
that hath no Gift and Parts a 
all, he is not fit for the Work 6 
the Miniſtry : He who hath bu 
Ordinary Giſts, he ought to {tf 
up and improve thoſe Gifts th; 
they might grow. 2 Tim. 1.6 
Wherefore I put thee in remen 
brance, that thou ſtir up the giſt 
God which is in thee, by the lain 
on of my hands. 


Th 


| The tying Miniſters up to ſtin- 
Mid Forms, will rather cheriſh and 
'Kncreaſe their Weakneſs, than a- 
way help to remove it. 

Let that Text in Mat. 25. 29. be 
f onſulted, For unto every man that 
uth, ſhall be given, and he ſhall 
Je abundance ;; but from him that 
Wah not, ſhall be taken away, even 


ng 1 
* hat which he hath. 


al 


ert) do underſtand by hath, 
5 Faithful and Diligen® Im- 
ovement of the Gifts and Ta- 
Ants which a Man hath, by Im- 
„oving them according to Prov. 
pu 4. By bath not, they under- 
hand that improves not. 

Thirdly, Let it be ſeriouſly con- 


ty 
; Wdcr'd, that for a Miniſter to go 


„en Aways) on his Religious 
TT | tches (as ſtinted Forms are 


21 che Patrons of them Stiled) 


is the way for himſelf, and his 


him 


Th 
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lock, (which Reſolves to follow 
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him in his Practiſe) never to get 
or be acquainted with the Spirit 


of Prayer; and in them will be 


falfilled that terrible Scripture, H- 


ſea 4. 9. And there ſhall be lik 
People, like Prieſt. And I will py 


niſh them for their ways, aud re- 
ward them for their doings, Thi 
People as well as the Minilter,whc 
will not hear of (or endure) the 
Spirit of Prayer, God will (ju 


dicially) ſmite them with Spiritu 
al Barrenneſs. And God knows 


England Cat this day) abound; 


herewith. | 
By Reaſon of ſuch judicial (mi 
tings as this, Iſrael (of old) becam 


an empty Vine which produced n 
Fruit, which the Holy One of | 
rael could delight in, or accept 
H. ſea 10. 1. This day is the Scry 


ture fulfilled in Exgland; thou 
the Patrons and Advocates to 
ſtinted Forms of Prayer, (d 
chief Occaſion of Exgland's Ba 
renne 
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«© renneſs to God) will not endure 
+} to hear of it. 
de Theſe Crutches (to uſe their 
1. own Compariſon) have been uſed 
ever ſince the Church of Eng- 
„ lend's Separation from the Apo- 
„ {tatical Synagogue of Rome. Had 
"ll the Church of England thrown 
hl away thoſe Crutches, and left 
che them where they found them, 
ju England had been a Happy, a 
u Bleſſed England this day. But as 
will Ephraim (of old) was joined to 
nd Hols, ſo the Church of England 
is joined to theſe Crutches; and 
mJ when ſhe will learn (or ſtrive) 
to go without them, God (only) 
knows. = 
Object. 5. It is judged fit that a 
ſtinted Liturgy ſhould be (ge- 
nerally) 1mpos'd for Uniformity- 
lake in Religion, and for Preſer- 
ving Peac in the Church. 
44ſ. This Objection Conſiſt 
of Twe Members, 2 Branches) 
E tO 


* 


* 84 . Diſconrſe of 
to each of which I will Reply 


(diſtinctly) in their order. Ie 
Firſt, For the fake of Unifor- Ita 
mity in Religion. w 


To this Firſt Branch of the Ob- I ſe 
jection , I An:wer in Taree Par- he 
ticulars. | hy te 
_ Firſt, For every Paſtor to Re- 
_ commend to his Flock the Spirit ſe 
of Prayer, and to teach chem theſ 
Abfolnie Neceſſity of getting ii v 
and of uniting firmly and zealcuſ I tu 
ly in oppoling the Statutes of OT 
Micah 6. 16. And ſtanding up (as 
one Man) to maintain the inſti- I {+ 
tuted Worſhip of Chriſt in allſ ec 
the ſeveral parts of it, is the U-Jnj 
niformicty (in Religion) which] s: 
muſt keep England from being m 
ſpewed out of God's Mouth ;Þth 
{uch an Uniformity as this is pro- Iſt. 
mis'd in Zach. 14. 9. And the th 
Lord ſtall be king over all the earth; m 
in that day ſhall there be one Lord.] b 
and his name ſhall be ont. _ nc 

he 
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The Uniformity here Promi- 
ed, is that Mutual Agreement be- 


teen thoſe Nations and People 


whom God will gather to him- 


Iſelf, whoſe Hearts and Affections 
Ihe will firmly unite (in the lat- 


Þ 


ter Days) to depoſe Idolatry and 
Superſtition, and to join them- 
ſelves together to Worſhip God 
with ſuch a Pure and Spiritual 
Worſhip, as He himſelt hath inſti- 
tuted and appointed in Goſpel 
Times, Mal. 1. 11. Jo. 4. 24. 
Secondly, If an Uniformity in 
ſtinted Forms of Prayer be judg- 
ed fit, Why not (alſo) an U- 
niformity in ſtinted Forms of 
ermons, and ſet and ſtated Ho- 
milies? The one is as Rational as 
the other. Now in Cale a Mini- 
[ter ſhould always Preach (or ra- 
ther Repeat) the very ſame Ser- 
mon, the People would neither 


dibe advanced in knowledge , 


hell. 


nor would they be. pleaſed with 
„ 4 ſuch 


3 2 
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fach an idle and lazy Practice. 
Why then {hould there not be 
the ſame diſlike (heivn in the bu- ; 
F - .ineſs of Prayer? 6 
4 Thirdly, The tying up Mini- ; 
ſters 0. ſuch ſet and ſiinted 
Forms, is the greateſt Injury and 
Harm to the Souls of both Mini- 

ſters and People that can be. 
This will appear in Three 
Particulars. * 
Firſt, It is a great hindrance to,, 
a Miniſter, in that ſuch a Pra- 
ctice takes him off from his Study, 
For if he muſt be tied up to a 
ſtinted Form of Words, (either! 
Praying or Preaching) made rea 
dy to his Hand, what need he 
take any pains in Study? The 
Spirit of God injoins on Miniſter 
that they Study and take Pain: 
to grow in Spiritual Gifts, that 
their profiting (in the Myſtery ol 
Godlineſs) might appear to all 

1 Tim. 4. 13, 14, 15. 

Secondly, This Practice (nece 
any 


— 
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| arily) binds up the Miniſter's Ta- 
Jents, (if any he hach left him) 
Inn a Napkin, and ſo lays him 


open to be caſt out ſor an un- 
faithful and an unprofitable Ser- 
van', Mat. 25. 25, 30. 

Thirdly, This Practice brings 
and continues a Spiritua! Barren- 
neis on the People, in that it 
robs their Souls of the Benefit of 
Miniſterial Gifts. The Apoſtle 
aſſures us, that the Manifeſtation 
of the Spirit is given to every 
Man to Profit withal, 1 Cor. 12. 
7. Now in Caſe Miniſtcrs muſt not 
be allow'd to Exerciſe and Im- 
prove their own Miniſterial Gifts, 
how can their People be other- 
wiſe than (groſly) Ignorant in the 
Myſteries of Goſpel Religion ? 
Let ſuch Miniſters who (willing- 
ly) ſubject their Conſciences to 
ſuch . and intollera- 
ble Yokes of Mens laying on them, 
Conſider and Tremble at thoſe 


. Scrip- 
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Scriptures, Mal. 2. 7, 8. Hoſea 4. il 


6. Mat. 15. 14. | t 
Branch 2. For ſecuring Feace h 
in the Church. | f 

To this I Anſwer in Ihren 
- Particulars, LED t 


Firn, The Even: of impoſing 
ſtinted Forms of Prayers makes it 
plain and evident (to every diſ- 
cerning Eye) that the Forms im- 
poſed are not according to the 
revealed Will of God. | 
Whatever (in its ſelf) tends to 
rend and tear the Hearts and Af. { 
fections of Magiſtrates from their I! 
| 
| 
| 


Subjects, and of the Subj:as 
from their Magiſtrates, that can 
never be prov'd the Ordinance of 
Tco Evident it is, that the 
violence Eich (in former Reigns) 
hath been uſed and practiſed in 
impoſing Liturgie; and ſtinted 

Forms of Prayer, hath not 
only exaſperated the Spirit of the 

Ma- 
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Magiſtrates ' againſt the beſt of 
their Subjects, but it hath great- . 
ly alienated the Hearts and A 
fections of thoſe Subjects from 
their Magiſtrates 3 and if this be 
the way 10 85 cure Peace, for my 
part I do not know what Peace 
is. No Man (of common Sence) 
will call a continued Perſecution 
(for Conſcience ſake) Peace, or 
the way to promote it, either in 
Church or State. 

Secondly, The impoſing ſuch 
ſtinted Forms of Prayers, (by 
Force and Violence) is altogether 
Repugnant to the Law of Cha- 
rity. And that which is ſo, can 
never be the way either to pro- 
cure, or to ſecure, Peace. 

They who have no regard 
to practiſe the Golden Rule laid, 
down by Chriſt in Mat. 7. 12. 
Therefore all thinns whatſoever ye 
would that men ſhould do unto jou, 
do Je the ſame unto them, it will 
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be altogether vain for ſuch to ex- 
8 right Peace; a nega: ive Peace 

ch may (for a time) enjoy, but 
true and real Peace they will 
remain Strangers to while their 
Necks, refuſe to ſtoop to the Yoke 
of the Prince of Peace, Eſa. 59. 
8. The way of peace they know not; 
and there is no judement in their 
goings : they have made them crook- 
ed paths, whoſoever goeth therein 
ſhall not know peace. 

Let not that Perſon, Family, 
or Nation, expect Peace, while 
their Hearts retuſe to embrace the 
Truth of God, as it is in Jeſus, 
That Peace which proceeds not 
from a Cordial Reception of the 
Truth in Faith and Love, it will 


(in the end) prove but a Baſtard 
Peace. And they who boaſt of 
uch a Peace, will be found no 


beter than Se't-Deceivers, Eſa. 57. 
21. Le 10. 6. 
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Mirai, The impoſing ſtinted 


Forms of Prayer (contrary to the 
Law of Charity) inſtead of pro- 


curing or ſecuring Peace (either 


in Church or Civil State), it wilt 


produce in the People (who ſub- 


mit to ſuch Iinpoſitions), Four fad 
and wretched Effects, which wall 
at length (if not prevented by 


the abuſed Grace and miraculous 


Power of God) end in the over- 
throw of the Nation. 

Firſt, It will end in grow- 
ing Ignorance. Ignorance (I 


mean) in the Myſteries of Godli- 


neſs; wherein whoever abounds 


and continues, (eſpecially if their 
Ignorance be wiltul and affected) 
they mark themſelves out for the 
Vengeance of God, E/a. 27. II. 


For it is a people of no underſtand- 


ing; therefore he that made them, 
will have mo mercy on them 
and he that formed them, will ſhew 
them no favour. 2 Thel. 1.8, In 
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flaming fire taking vengeance on 


them who now not God, and that 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Je. 
ſus Chriſt. 

Secondiy, Blind Zeal, which is 
(alway) a Fruit of lanorance, and 
is like a Fire in a wrong place of 
the Houſe. It is (alway ) obſerved 
that the moſt ignorant (in the 
Myſterics of Goſpel Religion) are 


the moſt violent in oppoſing the 


Spirituality of the Goſpel, and per- 
ſecuting the Profeſſors and De. 


fenders of it. This is (by ſome) 
- accounted Zeal for the Church, 


and true Loyalty to the Govern- 


ment: But whatever ſuch Bigot- 
ted Zealots think or ſay of it, 


time will prove that it is a Fire 
which will bring D-ftruction on 
the Land. Such Zeal as this 15 
no better than God-provoking 


| Perſecution z which in Pretence 


{nd Colour of ſerving God, and 


cb. Ying Authority, is a making 


He 
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Havock of God's Heritage in the 
Land. This is a fulfilling the 
Words which Chriſt foretold in 
the Days of his Fleſh, Jo. 16. 2. 
They ſhall put you out of the ſyna- 
gogues ʒ yea, the time cometh, that 
whoſoever &illeth you. ſhall think that 
he doth Ged ſervice. Let ſuch Zea- 
lots Ponder and Conſider what 
che meaning of that Scripture is, 
. | PFfal. 7. 13. e hath prepared for 
- | him the inſtraments of death; he 
ordaineth his arrows againſt th2 pere 
ſecutors. | 
_ Thirdly, Formality in Worſhip- 
ing God, this is ever a Con- 
comitant of Humane Impoſitions 
in God's Worſhip ; and fo Epi- 
> | demical is it grown in Exgland, 
that it bath not only crept into 
the Pureſt Churches of Frote- 
ſtant Diſſenters, but even into the 
Prayers and Sermons of the moſt 
Orthodox Preachers in the Na- 
tion: And he who ſces it not ta. 
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be ſo, 1s (m oſt certainly) a ſtran- 


ger both to his Proteilng Neigh- 
bours, and likewiſe to his own 
Spirit. God help us all to be- 
wail this God-provoking Sin be- 


tore it prove too late. 


There is (of late) the Hue and 
Cry raiſed againſt groſs Immora- 
lities, which (like an overtiow- 
ing Deluge) ſeems to cover the 


Face of the Nation, but there's 


very little notice taken of that 
{ſpreading and growing Formali- 


ty, which (like a Gangrene) is 


eating into the very Bowels of 


3 power and Purity of Goſpel 


Religion. We have all (both 
Nonconformiſts and Confornilts) 
a great and ſhining Name (and 
Appearance) of being Alive to 
God ; but tis greatly to be fear- 


. that the moſt lively Prote- 
ſtants in England will be found 
too too Dead and Lukewarm, 
when Chriſt comes to ſearch Ten 
an 
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and by his (fre. like) Judgments, 


2 Tim. 3. 5. Having a form of 
codlineſs, but denying the power 
thereof. Rev. 3. 2. Thou haſt 4 
name that thou liveſt, and thou art 
dead. 1 

It were a Mercy to the Land, 
if thoſe Studies and Sermons 
which are deſign'd for carrying 
on a Work of Reformation, were 
turn d into the Right Channel, 
(viz.) a Strenuous and Zealous 
preaching up the Nature and ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of Regeneration; 
2 thing to which the generality 
of England's Profeſſors are as 
great Strangers as Nicodemus was, 
Jo. 3. 3. Some have been fam'd 
(exceedingly) and cry'd up for 
None-ſuch, when their (Thun- 
der-like) Sermons have ſtartled, 
and (for fome time) ſtirr'd groſs 
Prophanelings up to reform their 
Lives, on which very account, 
mny (now in Hell) (I queſti- 
EP n 
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on not) and a great many (now I 
Living) have paſſed, and do now) |, 
paſs Currant for real Converts; |; 
whereas they were never brought 
to know (Experimentally) what 
trac Converſion means, or where- 
in it conſiſts. I have often ſaid, 
that thoſe Preachers who make a 
* noiſe than their Neigh. 
ours, in rouzing Men up to 
Reformation (leaving them Ig- 
norant of the Myſtery of the le 
New Birth) they do but fil; 
Churches and Kingdoms with] 
fhining Hypocrites. And whe 
ther this will not help to ripen 
a Land for judgment, I lcave 
to the Judicious (in Chriſtianity) 
to Judge. Not that I Deſign to 
_ diſcourage any from endeavour 
ing carrying on a Work of Re 
formation in Manners ; but m. 
Deſign is rather to ſhew and 
wiſh that Miniſters wou'd rathet 
_ employ their Talents in awaken 
. 11 
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ing Sinners to effectual Converſi- 
on, leaving that Work of Ex- 

Iternal Reformation (in manner) 
Io the Civil Magiſtrate, whoſe 
Work and Office it is, Rozz. 13. 
J, 4. There is no Reformation 
„but that which flows from ſa- 
aeing Converſion, will meeten 
- JSinners for the Communion of 
oIChriſt. 
| An! therefore I humbly Con- 
KY ccive it to be a great Weakneſs 
Un the generality of Englands 
tl Miniſters (who are called to Pa- 
| ſtoral Office) that they Preach ſo 
eng ſeldom on, and meddle fo little 
vel with the Subj ect of Regenerati- 
ty) on, (or the New Birth); an Argu- 
to ment (ſay ſome) that they are 
ur- either Strangers to the thin 
AE themſelves ; or elſe, that they 
uke for granted, that all they 
Preach to are (already) in a Re- 
generate State, and ſo ſtand in. 
ln need of - building-up Sermons 
Wonly. To 
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Io ſuch I ſay only this, that 
it will be well for ſuch Churches 
if the ſame Charge brought in 
againſt the Church of Sardis, 
Rev. 3. I, 4. and the Church of 
Laodicea, ver. 17. be not brought 
in againſt them. X 
Fourthiy, Hating, Envying, and 
Perſecuting thoſe who differ from 
them, be they never ſo Holy and 
Upright in their Walk and Con- 
verſation. It is (at this Day) in 
England, as it was (of Old) in 
Iſrael; Ephraim envied Judah, N.. 
and Judah vexed Ephraim; the 
ground of which claſhing and 
oppoſing each other, was the 
diff rence between them in the 
Matters of God's Worſhip. EA 
Phraim, and the other Nine Tribes 
which joined with him in Ef: 
pouſing the Idolatri:s and Si. 
perſtitious Inventions of Jerobo. 
am, they were (by far) the grer f. 
ter Number, they being ten Tribes, 
„ 1 
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and Judah but Two. As great 
odds as is (at this Day) between 
the Impoſers of ſtinted Forms of 
Worſhip, and thoſe who dillike 
and oppole ſuch unjuſt impoſi- 
"Ftions. Judah, tho (by far) the 
ſmaller Number, yet retain'd the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, refu- 
ing to Conform to (or to ap- 
prove of) thoſe Idolatries and Su- 
perſtitions of Jeroboam, which 
he Ten Tribes had fallen in 
oye with; and this was the 
Reaſon why Poor Judah became 
ie Object of Ephraim s Envy. If 
his be not the Caſe of Noncon- 
ormiſts and Conformiſts in Exg- 
d (at this day) I am greatly 
m{taken. Let thoſe (in theſe 
E. Fingdoms) who have joined to- 
es ether in Eſpouſing the Corru - 
ons of the Jeroboam of Rome, 
u. Irho are yet deſirous to retain 
e Name of Reformed Prote- 
Ants) Ponder (moſt ſeriouſly) 
ep 3 83 
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Hoſea 11. laſt verſe, Ephraim com- ter 
paſſeth me about with lies, and themc 
houſe of Iſrael with deceit : But Ju. EN 
dah pet ruleth with God, and iil ba. 
faithful with the ſaints. Let allſſtru 
(be their Numbers and outwardlthe 
ſtrength what it will who Envyſai 
and Perſecute the Pure Wortfhip 
pers of God, read what the God offiPo 
Truth (who cannot Lie) hathſjan: 
ſaid ſha'l come upon them, Eſaſ foi 
11. 13. The envy alſo of Ephraim Pe 
Hall depart, and the adverſaries of 
Judah ſhall be cut of; Ephrain 
ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah 
ſhall not vex Ephraim. When thſp 
Impoſers of ſtinted Forms off 
Worſhip grow weary and aſtafr 
med of theſe things, and are madith 
(Cordially) to reconcile to thou 
they now Envy and PerſecuteFit 
and that by owning and embraſſj 
cing the Pure Worſhip and Ord 
nances of Chriſt, which (hithertoſ_n 
they have branded with the odioin 
Bk 5 | „„ 
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term of Phanaticiſm, Judah ſhall no 
emore vex Ephraim, but cheertully 
Enbrace chem as Brethren, and go 
band in hand in advancing the 
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true Proteſtant Intereſt, againſt all 1 
dIthe combined Powers of Rome 1 
Wand Hell. | 1 
Object. 6. Chriſt hath given * 
power to his Church to Inſtitute Wm. 
lJand Appoint whatever may make 1 


for her own Edification and 
peace, Mat. 18. 18. | 
of Af. In Two Particulars. 

m4 4nſ. Firſt, They who deny 
ache Church (to which Chriſt 
iAlpoke in (Mat. 18. 18.) to be a 
ofiCongregational Church of viſible 
aJProfelling Saints, call'd ont of 1 
(the Fellowſhip of the Ignorant 1 
Munbelieving World, by the Spi- 'F 
Fit and Word of Chriſt, to ſub- [ N 
aſt themſelves under Chriſt their 1 } 
My ſtical Head and King, to walk N | q 
on Church Fellowſhip, Worſhip- 11 
Ws God, and Building up them- lh. 
—_ ſelves | 
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ſelves in their moſt Holy Faith, ac. 
cording to the Rules preſcrib' 4 by 
Cariſt himſelt in his Word, they 
will ſooner or iater be convin- 
ced of their miſtake thereabout. 
Secand'y, The Power given by 
Chriſt o "is inſtituted Churches 
Cunder the Goſpel) is a Power 
of Truſt (only), not a Power of 
inſtituting New Ordinances of 
Worſhip; to Inſticute and Ap- 
point both the Matter and Man- 
ner of Divine Worthip, belongs 
to Chriſt the Head and King of 
his Church. Subjection and O- 
bedience to his Inſtitutions and 
Appointments, belongs to the Sub- 
jects of his Kingdom the Church, 
Deut. 18. 18, 19. Prov. 30. 5, 
6. It is in this Senſe Paul 1s to 
be Underſtood, where he calls the 
Church the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth, r Tim. 3. 5. on the ac- 


count of the Truſt wherewith the 


Lord Jeſus hath honoared d 
' 18 
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dignified his Churches, to kee 


Pur: (from Mens defilements ) 
the Ductrines and Inſtitutions in 
Divine Worthip, which he de't- 
vered from his Father; for thus 
doing, Paul (highly) commends 
the Church in Corinth, 1. Cor. 11. 
2 And Chriſt bimlelf (for the 
like Practice) commends the 
Church of Philadelphia, Rev. 3. 


10. He never yet did (nor e- 
ver will) commend any Perſon, 


(or Church) for adding to his 
Inſtitutions, but rather the con- 
trary. It was for ſuch Whoriſh 
Tricks as theſe, that God denied 
the Tewiſh Church to be his Wife, 
and for which he threatned to 
ſtrip her, and make her bare, Ho- 
ſea 2. 2, 3. The Apoſtatical Sy- 


nagogue of Rome remains (as yet) 


under the odious Character of 


Whore of Babilon, and Mother. 
of Harlots, for blending the Do- 
arine of God's Grace deliver'd 


by 


104 1 Diſcourſe of 
by Chriſt (the Meſſenger of highna 
Holy Covenant.) I wiſh thoſghir 
Meretricious and Spuricus Dou 
rines of her own and the Ds 
vil's deviſing; and her impoſingſen 
on the World, a Pompous, Carat 
Worſhip, which God hates ag. 
truly, as a Sober and a Godyſe: 
Man hates and loaths the painfÞ:1 
and gaiſh Dreſs, with the wan 
ton and laſcivious Looks and An 
ctions, whereby his Wife Allure 
and Temp: s other Lovers to hi: 
Bed, may be expos'd to Cong 
tempt. Let all Roxe's Advocate 
(who pl-ad for her Invention 
in God's Worſhip) lock to it a 
and in time Conſider how theyyy 
can avoid being ſtil'd the Chilur 
dren of ſuch a Catholick Strumpe | 
notwithſtanding that partiſſif 
and mincing Separation whicY « 
they pretend to make from her 
Communion : The Separatiofc 
which ſome (in our Days) d 
„„ 
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ake ſi om Rome, is like the ſha- 
ring ot a Man's Beard, what is 
putward and offenſive to the Eye 
cut off, but the ſtumps of it 
emain inhering in the fleſh (till. 
re groſs Idolatry of Rowe is 
emingly at leaſt) caſt off, and- - 

enounced by too many who are 
ry fond of her Superſtition, 
Sho (ris to be fear'd) will (when 
Myportunity ſerves) open a Door 
i her groſs Ido'atry, rather than 


Fart wich her (God-provoking) '' | 
U uperſtition, which they ſo dear- | fl 
teh love. | 2 _ 
so much in Anſwer to the moſt ql f 


it Paterial Objections brought in 
hy the Patrons and Impoſers of 
hilftinted Forms of Prayer. 1 
pe I now proceed to Reſolve the | 
tiaffifth Queſtion about Prayer. 1 
1c Rxeſt. 5. Whether doth an 
heÞxtemporary Gift of Prayer be- = 
tioffeak or prove a Man to be in 3h 
(ate of Saving Grace > © 
1 To 1 
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To this Queſtion I Anſwer jn 

the Negative (viz._) That a Gif, 
of Prayer doth not Beſpeak (o 
Prove) a Man to be in a Start 
of ſaving Grace. 10 
For (as I have already obſer 
ved) moſt certain it is that af» 
formal Hypocrite, who is and willſſ® 
(for ever) remain a Stranger tc 
Regeneration, may haye fu 
Meaſures of the common Gifts of 
the Spirit of God, as may rende 
him Capable of out-ſtrippins 
(or out-doing ) in Praying an 
Preaching, &*c. the moſt Hol 
Believer Living; and all by th 
ſtrength of the common Gifts 0 
the Spirit, ſuch as Notional (0 
Brain) Knowledge, quick Invenfſ® 
tion, great Memory, volubilit 
of Speech, and the like; neithe 
of which common Gifts can read 
the Heart to Renew and Chan 


Sor 
Pla 


Lo 


. 


Tu 


Right Prayer. 
Theſe common Gifts flow not from any 
tÞ vital Union between Chriſt and Hypocrites, 
but are from the common Operation of the 
Holy Ghoſt; who diſpenceth his common 
WE Gifts, to whom (and in what Meaſure) he 
pleaſeth, 1 Cor. 12. 8, 9, 10. Heb. 6. 4, 5. 
N Que. 6. What is that Spirit of Prayer 
wich is the Infallible Character of a Rege- 
i erate Soul? | | 5 
Anſ. It is that Spirit of Grace, and Sup 
plication, which God promiſed he would 
CON pour forth on the Elect ; intended, by the 


off Houle of David, and the Inhabitants of Je- 


ruſalem, Zach. 12. 9, 10. And hereof that 
Anointing pour'd forth on Aaron (the Type 
Yo Chriſt, every true Believer's High Prieſt) 
nl vas Typical, and Shaddowy. The mate- 
ral Oyl power'd forth on Aaron did (in a 


and Graces of God the Father, pour'd 
forth on the Human Nature aſſum'd by his 
don, and taken into Union with his own 
Godhead.) Pſal. 89. 20. 1 bave found Da- 
Mid my Servant, with my Holy Oyl have I a- 


Son) is ſtyl'd, God the Father's anointed. 
al. 133. 2. 


Wot Aaron, to his Beard; and from thence 
o the Skirts of his Garments: Did (Typi- 
ally) ſhaddow forth, that Spiritual anoin- 


F | Souls 
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Type) repreſent the Effuſion of the Gift, 


ointed Him, Hence it is that Chriſt (the 


The Oynment deſcending from the Head 


ing, which deſcends from Chriſt (on the 
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Souls of his Ele) in Effectual Calling, 
Firſt it deſcends firſtly and originally (from 


the Father) upon his Son; and, Secondly, 
From him, to all his Members in effectual 


Calling. Jobn. 1. 1, 6. And of his Fulneſs 
have all we received, and Grace for Grace, 
2 Cor. 1. 22. Now he which 'ſtabliſneth us 
with you, in Chriſt, and hath anointed us, is 
God, who hath alſo ſealed us, and given the 
Earneſt af the Spirit in our Hearts. The Spirit 
of Prayer, mhereby every true Believer is en- 
abled to cry Abba Father; is an eſſential 
Part of the Earneſt given into the Heart 
of the Regenerate believing Soul in ſaving 
Converſion. | 


Rom. 8. 15. For ye have not received tie 


Spirit of Bondage again to fear; but qe have 
received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we 
cy, Abba, Father. | 5 
Gal. 4. 6. And becauſe ye are Sons, Bod 
beth ſenth forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
Heart, crying, Abba, Father. ' | 
The Spirit here called, the Spirit of A. 
doption, and the Spirit of the Son, 1s no 


other than the Holy Ghoſt , that Comfor- 
ter, which Chriſt (before he aſcended) pro- 
miſed, he would ſend to ſupply the want of 
his fleſhly Preſence. John 14. 16. And if 


will pray the Father, and be ſhall give ou 4. 
not ber Comforter, that he may abide with you 


for ever; even the Spirit of Truth, whom the 


World cannot receive; becauſe is ſeeth him not 


neither 
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ther knoweth bim; but ye lnow tim, for 

dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you. 

This Spirit is faid to make Interceſſion 
r Beleivers, Rom. 8. 26. Lilewiſe the Spi- 
jt alſo belpeth our Inſirmities; for we Low 
what we ſhould pray for, as we ought, But 

e Spirit it ſelf mateth Interceſſion for us with 
ranings which cannot Le uttered. 

Not that the Holy Ghoſt doth invade 
e Office of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ( whoſe 
culiar Work it is) to Pray and Intercede 
God's Elect, as by ver. 44. of this Chap- 
r, and other Places, appears: But he is 
d to Intercede for Beleivers, when ke 
irs up, and puts the Beleiver on Praving 
r himſelt. 
There are two o things (eſpecially about 
e ich the Spirits Efficiency is converſant 

a Beleiver's Praying. | 
Hit, About the Subject-matter of Prayer. 
„Ey this three things are intended, 

Firſt, The Right knowing of the State of. 
and Miſery, into which Adam's Fall and 
poſtacy caſt all Mankind. This Know- 
ge is tetch'd from the Law, and the Pre- 
ets; and the way the Spirit takes to 
ake the ſame known, is by writing. the 
aw of God in the Heart; according to 
od's Promiſe in Jer. 31. 33. 1w ill put my 
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v in their inward Part; and 1 will write it 
he their Reart. 
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that David ſpeaks in Pſal. 3 7. 30. The Mou 


| Tongue talketh of Judgment ; the Law of 


ſlide, 


the Heart, and the Holy Ghoſt dwell 
there too, there is nothing relating to 


ges, but the Believer is (by the teachi 


.of them. 


miſes of the Goſpel to Relieve and Succ 


in Praying. 
(and taught) by the Holy Ghoſt ; as if 


generate Man can neither . nor 
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Of ſuch renewed Souls as theſe, it 
of the Righteous ſpealeth Wiſdom, and | 
God is in his Heart, none of his Steps ſh 


The Law of God being thus written 


(which is to be confeſſed, and bewailed) i 
to the other Duties whereto the Law oh 


of the Holy Ghoſt) led into the Knowlet 


Secondly, The eren Help and Ct 
laid up in Chrift, and held forth in the 


Poor diſtreſſed dying Sinners. 
Out of both theſe Books, the Law a 

the Goſpel, the Holy Ghoſt ſupplies t 

poor weak Believer with apt and fit Wo 


Now to that Sinner who is not atk 


Law ( ſpiritually underftood) is a Be 
ſealed, which he (in his natural State) c 
not anderftand (or be reconciPd to) Eſa, 
14. Rom. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 2. 14. 
So the Goſpel (of God's Grace) is a! 
den Myſtery, which the Reaſon of an ut 
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e reconciled to, according to 2 Cor. 4. 3- 
Wt if our Goſpel be bid, it is hid to them that 
e Joſt, &c. And 1 Cor. 2. 11. For what 
un knoweth, ſave the Spirit of a Man that is 
lim, even ſo the things of God knoweth no 
lin, but the Spirit of God, 
The Elect of God (only) are bleſt with 
is high and ineſtimable Privilege, to be 
acht, (out of theſe two Books) wherein 
eir Miſery, and their Help, and Recove- 
| lies, according to F/a. 54. 12. And all 
Children ſhall be taught of God, and great 
l be the Peace of thy Children : , and 70. 6. 
„It is written in the Prophets, and they ſhall 
Co al taught of God; every Man therefore 
pt bath beard, ayd Fath learned of the Fa- 
r cometh unto me. : 
An unregenerate Man (I grant) may 
the common Illumination, and Gifts of 
e Spirit) ſee fo far into both Law and 
opel, as from the Letter of the one, and 
0 of the other, he may be furniſht with 


s ate of the Spirit of Adoption, wherein 
th ſuch a Man excel a well taught Parot ? 
| have known ſome Parots which have 
Wnitated a Humane Voice ſo exactly, that 
y have been taken for Men at a diſtance. 
natural Man ( having the common Gifts 
the Spirit ) may paſs (among Men ) for 
raying Member of Chriſt, and yet be 
I painted Sepulchre. 


F 3 Thirdly, 


Sol Expreſſions in Prayer; but being de- 


aff 
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Tiirdly, The end to which Prayer is t. | 
- be ultimately directed. 

This lies in two things, ( eſpecially 
Firſt, the glorifying God above all, Mat, 6 
9. Hallowed be thy Name, &c. 1 Cor. 1 
31. Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whit 
ever ye do, do all to the Glory of God. 

None of Adam's Children can aim at (« 
deſign) the Glory of God, but he who 
( favingly ) 3 and guided by the Hol , 
Ghoft, : ( 

As all unregenerate Men do act (i in e 
ving God) from their own Strength, ! 

they never look higher than themſelve | 

Zach. 7. 5. Speak unto all the People of ll + 
Land, and to the Prieſts, ſaying, When ye | 
ted and mourned in the fifth and ſevenÞ : 
Menth, even thoſe ſeventy Tears did ye 4 i q 
faſt unto me, even to me ? F 
And when ye did eat, and when ye 4 


drink, Did ye not eat, and did ye not drink o 
Jour ſelves? Pal. 79. 18. They temp. 0 t 
in their hi ty asling Meat for i" F 
Lift. Ja. 4. 3. Je atk and receive not, 

cauſe ye ack 40105 that ye might ie y 


on your Lujts. P 
Secondly, The encreaſing and carrying 
the Work of Sanctification, this is anoth jj 
end to which Prayer muſt be directe 
Prayer, and all other Duties of Relig! t. 
they are but Vehicles, (or Chariots) 0 
which the Soul of the true Believer is 0 

| | al 
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by which means the Sanctification begun 
(in effectual calling) is maintain d, and 
carried on. 

Theſe two Ends, to which Prayer is to 
de (ultimately) directed, no man can re- 


gard, ſo as to deſign them, (in praying) 


but that Man who 1s taught, and led by the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Secondly, The other Particular, about 
which the Spirit's Efficiency is converſant, 
(in a Believer's Praying ) is the Manner, 
as the Holy Ghoſt directs, and teaches the 
Believer about the ſubject Matter of Prayer; 
lo he teaches and helps the Believer about 
the Manner, how he 1s to Pray. 

The right manner of Praying deſigns five 


things, in each of which the Holy Ghoſt 


doth ſweetly, and powerfully teach, and aſ- 
ſt the true Believer. 
Firſt, He acts on the Will and AﬀeRi- 


ons, to act obediently towards God, about 


the Matter contain'd in. the Beltever's 
Praver. 
The nflucuce of the Holy Ghoſt on the 


Will and Affections of the Believer, in 


Prayer, ſeen In three things. 


Firt, He acts in the Will (of the Be- | 


liever ) a willingneſs to chooſe and love 
(unteignedly ) the Matter diſcovered to 
the Underftanding, out of the Law and the 
Sobel, Fſal. 1 10. 4. Thy People ſhall be wil. 


F 4 N 
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ry'd out to meet, and converſe with God.; 
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ling in the day of thy Power. Phil. 2. 13. 
For it is God that worketh in you both to mill 
and to do, &c. | 

| Todo, as well as to fay; the property of 


a Soul (ſavingly) regenerate, 70. 13. 17, 


If ye know theſ? things, happy are ye if ye do 
them. Ja. 1. 2. But be ye Doers of the Word, 
and not Hearers only, deceiving your own Souls, 
Rev. 22. 14. Bleſſed are they that do bis Com- 
mandments, that they may have Right to the Tree 
of Life, and may enter in through the Gates in- 
to the C ty. | | | 

To uſe good Words, and Orthodox Ex- 


preſſions, (in Prayer) and not-to love, and 
practice the ſame, the Character of an emp- 


ty Formalift, Pſal. 50. 16. But to the Wicked 
God ſaith, What haſt thou to do to declare my 
Statutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt take my Cove- 
nant in thy Mouth, Prov. 17. 7. Excellent 
Speech becometh not 4 Fool, Eſa. 29. 13. For- 


 aſmuch as this People draw wigh me with thei 
Mouth, and with their Lips do honour me, bus 


their Heart is removed far from me; and their 
fear towards me is taught by the Precepts of 
Men. Tit. 1. 16. They profeſs that they know 
God, but in Works they deny bim. 

Secondly, He excites the Will and Aﬀedti- 
ons to delight in, and to deſire after them. 
Eſz. 26. 8. Tea, in the way of thy Judgment 
have we waited for thee z the deſire of ow 


Soul is to thy Name, and to the Remembrance 


Thirdls, 


„„ 


„ . r eee ho - 


- Thirdly, He worketh in the Believer a 
reſtleſs and an unwearied ſtrugling after a 
real Union with God in them, Pſal. 42. 1. 
2, As the Heart panteth after the Water-brooks, 
ſo panteth my Soul after thee O God; my Soul 
tbirſtetb for God, yea , for the living God. 
Plal. 53. 8. My Soul followetb hard after thee, 
thy Right Hand upholdeth me. Phil. 3. 10. 


That 1 might now bim, and the power of bit 
Reſurretion, and the fellowſhip of his Suffer- 


ings 3 being made conformable to hie Death. 
Secondly, The Holy Ghoſt fills the Heart 
and Soul of the Believer with Mourning, 
and godly Sorrow for Sin, Zach. 12. 10. 
4nd 1 will pour upon the Houſe of David, and 
the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem the Spirit of 
Grace, and of Supplication, and they ſhall Took 
n me whom they have pierced, and they ſhall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for bis only Son. 
2 Cor. 7. 10. For godly Sorrow worketh Re- 
pentance to Salvation, not to be repented f; 
but the Sorrow of the World morketh Death. 
Here's the Characteriſtical Note of Dif- 
ference between a ſound hearted Believer, 
and a Hypocrite, even their repenting and 
mourning for Sin; the Hypocrite he re- 


pents and mourns for Sin, as wellas the true 


Believer; but the difference between the 
Repentance and Sorrow of the one, and 


the other, lies in the Object of their Re- 
pentance, The Object of the Hypocrites 


Repentance, and Sorrow for Sin is Worldly, 


F 5 ſuch 


—— — 


— none 
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ſuch as worldly Diſadvantage to ſelf, as 
Shame to the Name, Loſs, and Difadvan- 
tage in Outwards 3 Horrour of Conſcience, 
fear of Hell, and the like. Did none of 
theſe things (now nam'd ) attend on Sin, 
(as the ſad conſequences thereof) the Hy- 
pocrite's Heart and Affections would ſoon 
be reconciled to the groſſeſt Immoralities. | 
Whereas the Object of a true Believers | | 
Repentance, and Sorrow for Sin, is a dear- | 
ly loving and gracious God ( reconciled in I] | 
Chriſt ) offended and diſhonoured by Sin, Þ | 
committed againft his juſt and holy Law. i 
The Language of the Hypocrite's Heart, : 
{ when repenting and ſorrowing for Sin) if I 
he would ſpeak out what is within, would be » 
after this manner: Oh! unhappy Man that } 
Jam, that ever 1 ſhould by conſenting to e 
ſuch and ſuch wicked Sins, ſpoil my Repu I a 
tation, waſte and imbezle my Subſtance, ru- t. 
ine my Health, torment my Conſcience, I ft 
and endanger the damning my Soul in the Nc. 
end. - re 
This is that Repentance and comma ar 
which is calld Legal; and with this kind of 
Repentance and Sorrow, Judas, Cain, 4 is 
chitophel, Eſau, and other Hypocrites have tn 
repented themſelves into Hell. (1 
On the contrary, the Language of affl th 
true Believer's Heart (when Repenting and I is 
Mourning for Sin) is thus: Oh! vain, D 
vretched, and miſerable Man that J am, 
that 


that ever I ſhould act ſo fooliſhly, and un- 


reaſonably, as to grieve and offend ſo holy, 


ſo good, ſo gracious, and loving a God, by 
finning againft him, as I have done. I 
loath all Sin, (in general) as it is Sin a- 
gainſt a holy God, but more eſpecially ſuch 


and ſuch heinous Crimes whereby I have 
grieved the holy Spirit, whereby I am ſeal- 


ed to the day of Redemption. I abhor and 
loath my ſelf, for what I have done, and 
ſhall never (more) be reconciled to my 


ſelf, becauſe of that Fountain of Impurity 


which dwells in me, from whence every 
actual Sin ( againſt God ) ſprings and flows. 
If there were no ſuch things as Shame a- 
mong Men, as loſs in Ontwards, as loſs of 
Health, Torment and Horrour in Conlci- 
ence, or Hell ( hereafter) attending Sin, 
as the Conſequences thereof. Yet, the 
truly regenerate Believer would ( notwith- 


ftanding ) grieve, and ſorrow for Sin, be- 


cauſe (thereby) his kind, merciful, and 


reconciled God, and Father, is offended; | 


and grieved. 
And the Glaſs wherein the true Believer 


is made to ſee both the horrid and vile Na- 
ture of Sin, and the love of God to him 


(the chief of Sinners) which are his Mo- 
tives to Sorrowing, and repenting for Sin, 


s the Bleſſed Jeſus, pouring out his Soul to 


Death. 4 


T tirdly, 
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Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt cauſeth in the 
Believer an inward delight in God, as he is 
the Object of Prayer, Pal. 65. 2. 0 thou 
that beareſt Prayer, unto thee ſhall all Fleſh 
come, Pal. 75. 25. Whom bave I in Heaven 
but thee f And there is none upon Earth that 
I defire befides thee. The Ground of this 
Delight which the Holy Goſt cauſeth the 
Believer to have in God, as he is the, Ob- 
ject of Prayer, it is threefold, | 
Firſt, The Holy Ghoſt repreſents him, 
as ſet upon a Throne of Grace, Heb. 4. 15, 
Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, that we might obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help in time of need. This Pro- 
ſpect of God, as on a Throne of Grace, is 
ſeen by the Eye of Faith, through the ſa- 
ving Illumination of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Secondly, The Holy Ghoſt repreſents 
God, as ſtanding related to the Believer, 
in the neareſt Bonds of Relation that can 
be, as that of a Husband, and of a Fa- 


ther, Eſa. 54. 5. For thy Mater is thy Hus- 


band, &c. Jer. 2. 14. Turn, O backſliding 
Children, ſaith the Lord, for I am married unto 
Jon. Jo. 20. 18. But go to my Bre thren, and ſay 
unto them, I aſcend unto my Father, and your 
Father, and to my God, and your God. Rom. 
3. 15, But ye have received the Spirit of 4. 
doption, whereby we cry Abba Father, Gal. 4. 
6. And becauſe ye are Sons, God hath ſent 
forth the Spirit of bu Son into your Hearts, cry- 
ing Alba Father. Thirdly, 


a... 


— 


Right Prayer. 119 
Thirdly, The Holy Ghoſt repreſents God 
25 iriviting the Believer to approach, and 


come near to his Throne with a Holy 
Boldneſs, and Childlike Confidence. Epheſ. 


3. 12. In whom we have boldneſs, and acceſs 


with Confidence, Heb. 10. 19. Having there- 


fore, Brethren, Boldneſs to enter into the Holy- = 


ſt, by the Bloud of Feſus. 

Fourthly, The Holy Ghoſt helps the Be- 
liever, to keep his Eye on Jeſus Chrift, 
Heb. 12. 2. Looking unto Jeſus, &c, This he 
doth on a three-fold Account. 

Firſt, As Jeſus Chrift, is the way of the 
Believers Approach to the Father. Jobn 2 4. 
6. J am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
No Man cometh to the Father , but by me. 
Heb. 10. 20. By a new and living way which 
be hath conſecrated for us, thorough the vail, 
that is to ſay, bis Fleſh, 

Secondly, As Jeſus Chriſt is the Means of 
our Admittance into the Father's Prelence ; 
Rom. 5. 2. By whom alſo we have acceſs by 


Faith into this Grace wherein we ſtand. Eph. 2. 


18. For through him we both have an acceſs by 
me Spirit unto the Father, 

Thirdly, As Jeſus Chrift 1s the Means 
of our Acceptance. Joby 15. 7. if ye abide 
in me, and my Words abide in you, ve ſhall ask 
what you will, and it ſhall be done for you, E- 
pheſ. 1. 6. To the Praiſe of the Glory of his 
Grace wherein he hath made us accepted in he 


beloved. 
Fi F this 
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Fifthly, The Holy Ghoſt enables the Be 
liever to pray with Joy and rejoycing of 
Soul. Jobn 15. 11. Theſe things have | po. 
ken unto you, that my Joy might remain in 
Jou, and that your Joy may be full, Rom, 
14. 17. For the Kingdom of God is not Meat 
and Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace and 
Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Under the Law they who expetted. a 
Bleſſing on the Sacrifice which they offer'd 
to God, they were to look (carefully) to 
two things: 


_ Firſt, To the Subje@-matter of their Sa- 


crifice, it was to be what the Lord himſelf 
had appointed, not what Mens own Fancies 
led them to. 

Firſt, The matter of their Sacrifice, 
Lev. 22. 18, 19. Ye ſball offer at your own 
Will a Male without Blemiſh of the Beeves, &c. 
But whatſoever hath a Blemiſh, that ſhall ye not 
offer. Where God required that the. mat- 
ter of their Sacrifice ſhould be of the 
Beeves, of the Sheep, or of the Goats ; If 
the Jews had offered Swine ( or Dogs) 
Fleſh, both they, and their Sacrifice too, 
had been rejected, as an Abomination. 

So now, if any ſhall uſe (in Praying to 
God) Words (or Petitions) which agree not 
with the Form of Sound Words (expreſly 
laid down in the Law and the Goſpel) they 
will (moſt certainly) be rejected, both 
they, and their Prayers too, 
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As for Example: If a Man ſhall pray to 
meer Creatures, ſuch as Angels, or glori- 
fied Saints; or if he pray to God conjun&- 
ly with them, as Mediators of Interceſſion: 
And if he put up Prayers for things which 
are unlawful, God will Abominate both 
the Perſon, and his Prayers too, be thoſe 


Prayers never ſo well compoſed, according 


to the Rules of Art and Learning. 
Secondly, They were to look (carefully) 
to the manner how they offer'd their Sacri- 
fice. | 
There were many who were ſound in the 
firft, who (for their finful Neglect in the 
Second) were rejected. Witneſs Eſa. 1. 


11, 12. To what purpoſe js the multitude of > 


your Sacrifices, &c. 
Here tis plain, that the Jews did offer 
ſuch Sacrifices as were of God's own Ap- 
pointment ; but reſting there, and not re- 
zarding the Manner; which was, that they 
ſhould offer in Faith in the Son of God (then 
to come) of whom thoſe Sacrifices were Ty- 
pical z and true Repentance, accompany'd 
with a Hearty Reformation, they, and their 
multiply'd Sacrifices were rejected. 
It is even ſo (this Day) in England; 
many are the Prayers and Petitions (ſuch 
as they are) which are offered to God both 
by Nonconformiſt and Conformiſt too, but for 
want of a ſaving Faith (in the Son of God) 
and Evangelical Repentance towards God, 


„ 


- 
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his Father, with a Hearty Reformation of 
Life, and Converſation, England (with her 
vain Oblations) ſtands fair for an utter 
Rejettion from God. And who can, 
who dares ſay, that God doth (herein) deal 
unjuſtly, in Caſe he delivers England into 
the Hands of thoſe unmerciful People; 
of whoſe Faſhions and Ways England hath 
(of late Years) grown ſo fooliſhly fond. 
He that reads the Hiſtory of the old Teſta- 
ment with due Obſervation , will find, 
that it hath been the uſual Method of God 
(with the Iſraelites of Old) to Plague his 
Profeſſing, Hypocritical People, by thoſe 
Nations, whoſe Idolatries and wicked Cu- 
ſtoms they grew fond of. And if it fall out 


otherwiſe with England, God muſt (in 2 


way of abſolute Sovereignty, ſtep out of the 
Path of his uſual Methods of Providence. 

The Right manner of Praying, conſiſts 
in the ſanctified Activity of the Will and 
Affections, when the Holy Ghoſt doth 
work (or beget) in the Soul (of the Eelie- 
ver) a due value of thoſe things contain'd 
in the Matter of his Prayer. 

This very thing, if rightly conſidered, 
and duely weigh'd in the Ballance of a 
ſcriptural and an unprejudic'd Conſiderati- 
on, might fill the Face of thoſe Men 
with Shame and Bluſhing; and their Con- 
ſciences with Terrour and Amazement , 
who aflume unto themſelves a Power of 

Impo- 


— 
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Impoſing (on the Conſcience of People) 
the forms of Prayer compos'd by them- 


ſelves 3 or other fallible Men, like them- 


ſelves. 

J will ſuppoſe thoſe Forms of Prayer 
(by Men impos'd) to be Authentick, and 
Sound (as touching the Matter) yet ſeeing 
it belongs to the Holy Ghoſt, and to him 
one (not excluding the Father, and the 
don) to work the faving Graces of the 
Spirit in the Heart, and to ftir up, and 
draw forth thoſe Graces (by him wrovght) 
into a lively Activity, upon (or towards) 
their proper Objects, in Prayer; I hum- 
bly conceive it, neither Preſumption nor 


Uncharitableneſs, to affirm, that all ſuch 


impoſed Forms, are not the leaſt part of 
thoſe ( God-provoking ) Abominations, 
rhich threaten to lay the Land waſt. 

That Perſon, (or Nation) who (wilfully) 
ſeparates between the Form, and the Pou- 
er of Godlineſs, muſt ( himſelf ) expect to 
de ſeparated from eternal Life. 


If the Grace of God i in Chrift doth not 


prevent them. 

Queſ. 7. By what Arguments may a weak 
and tempted Believer be encouraged to go 
on with Courage and Boldneſs in the Duty 
of Prayer, notwithſtanding the many Dith- 


culties, and Rubs, which lie in his way to 


Uſcourage and daunt him? 


To 


— 


— 
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Anſw. To this great, and neceſſary Que- 
. ftion I ſhall anſwer in ſeven Particulars. 
Arg. 1. Firſt, let the poor temptet 
Beleiver conſider (and be convinced) 
that to continues ſtedfaſt in Prayer 
to God for Whatever he wants, is moſt 
certainly the Beleiver's Duty. Fſal. 10 
4. Seek the Lord and his ſtrength, ſeck hi 
Face evermore. 1 Theſ. 5. 17. Pray without 
ceaſing. In every thing give Thanks ; for thi 
is the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus concerning 
Joh | 
Arg. 2. The neceſſitous Condition the 
poor Beleiver is in, and the innumerable 
Wants and Weakneſſes he labours under, 
To ſuch an one I (freely) ſay, if thou 
haſt no want of pardoning Mercy, for Sins 
paſt ; if thou ſtandeſt in no want of renew: 
ing Grace; to help thee againſt indwelling 
Corruption; if thou meeteit with no Temp: 
tations, and Tryals , which are too ftrong 
for thine own Strength; if thou canſt live 
contentedly (and rejoycingly ) without Gor; 
then go on in the Neglect of ſeeking Ced 
Face, in Prayer; otherwiſe, know It, tha: 
Diligence, Conftancy, and zealous W rettlc- 
ing with God (in Praying) is the way ap 
pointed (by God himſelf) in which, all thy 
wants mult be ſupplied. __ i: 
Arg. 3. The little Grace thou haſt (! 
it be ſaving ) cannot ftand ſtill, in the (ap: 
proved) Negle& of Prayer, but it ” 
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be reſtleſs, till it be crown'd with Perfetti- 
on. 1 

Arg. 4. God never yet rejected (or caft 
out) the Prayer of any true Believer, tho? 
his Faith, and his other Graces, were never 


ſo weak; hut though he hath (for a time) 


hid his Face, and ſeem'd to reject the Pray- 
ers of his Children, yet he hath ſooner, or 


later, appear'd for their Help, and Deli- 


verance, Pſal. 102. 17. He will regard the 


Prayer of the Deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their 
Prayer. Ver. 18. This ſhall be written for the 


Generation to come ; and the People that ſhall 
be Created ſhall praiſe the Lord, 


This glorious God hearing Prayer, is he 
who never (yet) faid unto the Seed of Ja 


cob, ſeek ye my Face in vain, Eſa. 45. 19. 


In a little Wrath ] kid my Face from thee for 4 


Moment , but with everlaſting kindneſs will I 
have Mercy on the, faith thy Redeemer, Eſa. 
54. 8. 5 

Arg. 5. The more ſtedfaſt and fixed thou 
art, in wreſtling with God in Prayer, even 


then when all the World is againſt thee, and 


God ( himſelf ) ſeems to frown upon thee, 


the more will thy Faith appear to be a Di- 


vine Faith, and the more Glory wilt thou 
bring to God's great Name. 


It is not to be wondered at, to ſee, and 
hear a Perſon ſpeak, and act for God, while 
the continued Smiles of God's Face ſhines 


(like the Sun) upon him: But for a Soul 
„5 to 
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to reſt on God in the darkeft Night of Af- 
fliction, when the Methods of Providence 
(like a Spring-Tide ) ſeems to overturn all 
the Grounds of his Hopes, and Ex pectati- 
ons; and when nothing appears (in the 
Face of Providence) but what appears to 
to the Eye of Senſe, and Carnal Reaſon, 
to be a plain Indication of the Hatred, and 
Wrath of God, than to believe in a frown- 
ing God, to truſt in him, to continue to 
pray to him Believingly, and Dependingly; 
this is Faith indeed, and Oh! How few 
(now living) can do thus? 

Arg. 6. The encouraging Diſcovery God 
makes of himſelf, in the word of his Grace, 
he ſets himſelf forth as ſet on a Throne of 
Grace, clad with the Royal Robes of Good- 
neſs, Mercy, Love, Grace, and Compal- 
ſion towards all returning coming Sinners 


with open Arms, ready to receive (with. 


the moſt endearing Welcomes that a God 
can give) every poor trembling Soul, who 
thirſts and pants after his Grace and Fa- 


Vour. 


Arg. 7. The Work £4 Office of Chriſt, 
( the exalted. Son of God) about which he 
is now employ'd in the higheſt Heavens, 
namely, to repreſent (at God's Throne) 
the imperfect State, and afflicted Condition 
of all his Members in their Militant Condi- 
tion here on Earth; and to make Interceſ- 
ſion for them, with his and their Father 1n 

| | Heaven. 
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Heaven. Now, if the weak and tempted 


Believer did but know how incomprehen- 
fibly Excellent, and unconceivably Glorious 
2 Perſon the Son of God is, and how over- 
coming and prevalent an Influence his Pray- 


ers have on God his Father, whatever, or 


whoever he prays for. The weakeſt Be- 
liver (on Earth) would haſten (with a 
holy Boldneſs) to the Throne of Grace, 
though Legions of Devils lay in his way. 
Oh! poor Soul! if thou hadſt but right 
conceivings of his Almightineſs to ſave, and 
his faithfulneſs in diſcharging the Office he 
hath undertaken for elect Sinners, there is 
nothing in, or out of Hell that could ( poſ- 
ſibly) hinder, or diſcourage thee in coming 
to God; by him it was on this very account, 
that God, his Father, intruſted him with 
all the many Millions of Sinners, whom he 


choſe to himſelf, out of lapſed Adam's fallen 


Poſterity 3 he knew his Son's Almightineſs 
to redeem and bring them to God; and 
how that his Truth and Faithfulneſs was no 
way fhort of his Alnightineſs. 

And hath God the Father committed all 
the Ele@ to the care and truſt of his Son 
ſeſus Chrift, and canſt not thou find in thy 
Heart to venture thy one poor Soul with 
him to ſave it? And wilt thou not put that 
Honour upon him, in going ( boldly ) to 
God's Throne of Grace, in his Name and 
Merit, to obtain whatever thou wanteft ? 


The 
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| The Concluf ron, containing Anſwers to the 0b- 
jeckions made by the Believer, 


ORjef, 1. I am ſo weak; ſo very very 
weak in Prayer, that I am under great Dif: 
couragements, as fearing leaſt my praying 
might rather diſpleaſe, than pleaſe God. 

Anſw. I anſwer in four Particulars, 

Firſt, The promiſe of Acceptance is made 
as truly to the weakeft Grace, as it is to the 
ſtrongeſt. Remember, and (ſeriouſly) conf: 

der what the meaning of that Promiſe in Esa. 
42. 3. is, 4 bruiſed Reed will he not break; 
and the ſmoaking Flax ſhall he not quench, 
Here are two Metaphors in the ſame Text, 
both importing the ſame thing; and that 
for the greater confirmation of the Doctrine 
contain'd in this Text, which is, that where 
the Grace of God is, (in truth) though it 
be never ſo weak, (or tmall, as to degree) 
Chrift the Servant of God (in the great 
work of Mediation) will carry it moſt ten- 
derly, and co mpaſſionateiy towards that 
Soul, untill he hath perfected the work of 
Grace hegun, he will not deal roughly with, 
or carry it aufterely, and diſcouragingly, 
towards ſuch a poor Soul. | 

A Reed (at beft) is but a weak and 
brittle thing, eaſily cruſht and broken; but 
when full of Bruiſes and Crackles, nothing 

can be more frail and lable to be chruſht by 
the 
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Bite leaſt tread on it, by either Man or 
oeaſt. 


z here met with, and know itt ( for thy 
omfort) thou muſt ; that albeit, thy Grace 
e never ſo ſmall and weak, yet the Foot of 
hriſt's Almightineſs (which hath trampled 
tine Enemies to Death) will never tread 
n thee to hurt thee 3 he is ſo far from be- 
ng angry, or diſpleas'd with thee for thy 
reakneſs, that the weaker thou art (in 
Grace) the more doth his Bowels yeart to- 
rards thee. The ſicklieſt and weakeſt Child 


„ 


SP 


„ 


ndulg'd. Then the Poor and Needy ſeeł Wa- 
ter, and there is none, and their Tongue fall 
b for Thirſt ; I the Lord will bear them; 

the God of Iſrael will not forſake them, . 


CO as ad 08 
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. Secondly, The real ſenſe of inward weak- 
es (accompany'd with earneſt and con- 
© Want Endeavours to grow ftronger in Grace) 
gan undoubted Argument of the truth of 
: Grace in thee, Rom. 7. 23. But I ſee another 


law in my Members warring againſt the Law «f 
ny Mind, and bringing me into Captivity to 
the Law of Sin that is in my Members. Phil. 
14. I preſs towards the Mark, for the Prize 
if the high Calling of God in Chrift Jeſus. 

In the Perfon -of Paul, the Condition of 
tl true Believers is ſet forth, as it was with 


dy elling 


The weakneſs of thy Grace (in Prayer) 


in a Family) is (always moſt pity'd, and 


im, (as touching the Senſe he had of In- 
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dwelling Corruption, and his labourinlÞ < 
after Perfection in Grace) ſo ts it with e 
very ſound Believer in meaſure, | : 
Thirdly, That ſmall Meaſure of Grace 
given thee (in effectual Calling) is the Ear 
neſt of the Spirit; which is never give 
but in the Right of Election; and that: 
a Pledge of future Perfection in Conformit 
to Jeſus Chriſt thy Head, and King 
Where ſtrength in Praying is wanting, ther, 
the Holy Ghoſt ſupplies that want, þ 
filling the Heart and Soul of the weak Be 
fever with unutterable Groans, Rom. 8. 26 
Likewiſe the Spirit alſo belpeth our Infirmitics 
for we know not what we ſhould pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit it ſelf maketh Inter 
ceſſion for us with Groanings, which cannot be 
. uttered. „ | 
When a weak Believer is at a Loſs in hi} « 
own Spirit, and is ready to Sink underfif 
the heavy Weight of his innumerable In- 
firmities , not knowing what to do, o, 
how to compoſe a Prayer, which may ſuit 
his afflicted Condition, then the Holy Ghoſt 
ſteps in (as a Comforter) and teaches the] 
Believer how to ſpell out a Prayer, theſh - 
Word in the Greek is ourarriaap £44) 
which (properly) ſignifies, one who come 
in; to the help (and Relief) of another If 
who is juft ſinking under the Weight of a 
heavy Burden, the which he is no way able, 
either to lift, or carry. And oh! Hov 
| > ; : | exatth 
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exactly doth the Word (here) uſed, {ct 
forth the Condition of a weak Believer ? 

How many are thoſe Iafirmities, and 
Weakneſſes, thoſe Loads, and Weig glits of 


| Sin, and Afflictions, under which the poor 


Believer (very often) feels himſelf ready to 
Sink? And from which, he finds himſ-if 
no way able to deliver himſelf. No, comes 


the Holy Ghoſt, in the very nick of Time, 


(as we ſay) and he puts under the Shoulder 
of his own Omni potency, and bears up 
the ſinking Beleiver, that he deſpairs not. 

And not only ſo, but he leads the poor thir- 
ſting needy Soul, to the never failing, and 
inexhauſtible Store-houſe of the Promiſes 
of Gods everlaſting Covenant of Grace, 
directing the Believers Thoughts to thoſe 
Promiſes, which beſt ſuit his preſent Con- 


dition, quickening the Believer (inwardly) 


and teaching him how to improve, and 


plead thoſe Promiſes in Prayer, in the 
Name of Chriſt, in whom all thoſe Promi- 


ſes, are Tea, and Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. 

O Happy, and (for ever) bleſſed thoſe 
Souls, who are (always) accompany'd with 
ſuch a Teacher, with ſuch a Conifocrter ! 
How contemptible in their Eyes, are all 
the painted Forms of Prayer, prepared 
(by Men) for thoſe who have not the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt. 

Fouribiy, Time was, when then hadſt 
no 8054 Motion (at 81) in, thee. g oo wit- 
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neſſeth the Spirit of God (by Paul) Rom. 6, 
20. For when ye were the Servants of Sin, 
ye were free from Righteouſneſs. That is, ye 
were (altogether) deſtitute, of all ſaving 
Grace, and were not (at all) ſubject to the 
Law of Righteouſneſs, but were Bondſlaves 
to Sin, and Satan. 

But now, ſince the Work of Regenerati- 
on hath paſſed on thee, behold there is a 
twofold Nature ftriving for Headſhip, and 
Maſtery, in thee, and theſe two differing 
Natures, in thee, is an invincible Argu— 
ment, that thou haft ſaving Grace in thee, 
as well as corrupt Nature, Gal. 5. 17. For 
the Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againſt the Fleſh, 

Object. 2. I have prayed much, and often, 
but God hears me not, c. 

Anſw. In three Particulars. 


Firſt, There may be ſome Corruption, 


or other, which is ſecretly indulg'd, and 
while it is ſo, do not wonder that God hides 
his Face from thee, Eſa, 59. 1, 2. Behold 
the Lords Hand is not ſhortened, that it cannot 
ſave; neither is his Ear heavy, that it cannot 
bear. But your Iniquities have ſeparated be- 
tween you, and your God, and your Sins have 
bid bis Face from you, that be will not hear. 
Pſal. 66. 18. If 1 regard Iniquity in my Heart, 

the Lord will not bear me, &c, 
Secondly, God gives a deaf Ear to thy 
Prayers , to tir up that little Grace in 
thee 
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| thee, and to make thee cry louder to God. 
Pro. 15. 8. The Sacrifice of the wicked 
is an Abomination to tie Lord; but tbe 
Prayers of the Upright is bis Deliglt. 
A Nurſe (or tender Mother) many times 
withdraws, and hides her ſelf from the 
Child ſhe dearly Loves, to make the Child 
the more fond of the Nurſe, or Mother. 
Eſa. 54. 8. In a little Wrath | hid my Face 
from thee for a moment, but with everlaſting 
kindneſs will I bave mercy on the , Jaith the * 
Lord thy Redeemer, 
Thirdly, God may deny thee Comfort f tor 
a long time, and yet give thee Strength (in 
the Inward Man) to walt on God in the 
way of Duty, and Dependance; the which 
it God give thee it is a far greater Bleſſing 
and Mercy to thee, then if he ſhould give 
thee the Comfort thou fain wouldſt have: 
For in waiting on God, by Faith and Pati- 
ence, thou doſt glorifie God, and wilt be 
ſure to ſpeed well for thy ſelf in the End. 
E.. 40. 31. But they that wait on the Lord, 
i ſeal renew their Strength; they ſhall mount up 
with Wings as Eagles, they ſhatl run, and not 
be weary, they ſha!l walk and rot faint, Eſa. 50. 
10. Who is there aviong you, that j vareih ile 
Lord, and obeyeth the Toice of bis Servant, that 
walls in Darkneſs, and bath no Licht ; let 
bim truſt in the Name of the Lora, and 4 
himſelf upon kis God. L hus to wait on God 
in Prayer, reſting on his Promite { even 
8 2 then 
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then, when Clouds and Darkneſs ſeems ty I * 
be round about him) is a ſure and convin- ll * 
cing Argument, that thou art a Child of 
promiſe. Rem. 4. 18. Who againſt Hop: be- 
leived in Hope, &c. Ver. 20. He ſtagger d not 
at the Promiſe of God through unbeleif, lut 1 
' was ſtrong in Faith, giving Glory to God. Ver. 1 
23. Now it was not written for bis Sake alone, ly 
that it was imputed to him; but for us alſo to 
whom it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on bin * 
who raiſed up Feſus our Lord from the Dead. a, 


5 a 

ObjeF. 3. I am afraid my Praying is but t 
Hypocriſy. 8 
Anſi. In two particulars. * 


Firſt, Doſt thou pray out of an ill De- 1 
ſign? Fiſt, to carry on a Trade of ſinning © 
the better ? Secondly, To be efteem'd Reli- 
gious and Holy. Thirdly, In hopes to merit 
Salvation by it ? | P 
If theſe things be thy Motive to Pray- “ 
er, thou mayeſt (juſtly) ſuſpect thy ſelf; 1 
if otherwiſe, happy art thou. Eſa. 30. C 
18. And therefore will the Lord wait that be 1 
may be gracious unto you, and therefore wil 
be be exalted, that be might have mercy on you; 
for the Lord is 4 God of Judgment, bleſſed I © 
are all they that wait for him. 
| Secondly, Thy fearing, that thy Praying 
is but Hypocriſy, is an Evidence, that thy 
| Heart is upright with God. | 
. None leſs concern'd, in ſuſpecting (or " 
| fearing 
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vprightnet: to be attended { ( often } with. 
Fears and Jealouſies, that all 15 not right. 
vithia. 


bjef. 4. Jam fo diſtreſſed and Aiſtracdedl 


wich roving, Thoughts (in Prayer) eſpeci- 
ally Atheiſtical and Blaſphemous Thoughts 
againſt God, the Holy Scriptures, and alk 
that is ſacred, that my very Fleſh even 


Sweats and Trembles to think of it; ſure- 
ly the praying which is mixed with ſuch. 
Thoughts, can be no other than abominable , 


to God. 
Anſw. In three things. 


Vir, Thy Caſe and Condition I am (ex- 
perimentally) ſenſible, is (on the account 


of thoſe hydeous and blaſphemous Thoughts 
rery bitter and aſflictive. But for thy 
Comfort know, Secondly, That ſuch 


Thoughts as are fo diſturbing and diſtract- 
ing to thee, are from the Devil, and the 
Remains of the Old Adam's Nature ; and 
to their Account ſuch Thoughts will be 


charged, by God, but not to thine. | 


Under the Law, the Virgin, the Damſel 


that was Betrothed to a Man, no Sin 
( worthy of Death) was to be found in her, 
in Cale ſhe cryed out for Help. Deut. 22. 
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7. The Soul that is Betrothed to the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus (Gods own Son) when 
Satan the Grand Enemy of-God, and thy 
Salvation, makes a forcible Entry upon 
thee, by his infernal Temptations , he 
it Blaſphemy, or whatever thou canſt com- 
plain of, thou mayeſt reſt aſſured , that 
God will never charge that Blaſphemy, ef 
the Devils darting into thee, upon thee; 
but upon the Devil, his and thine Enemy, 

Take this for a ſure (and an infallible) 
Rule, in Diyinity (viz.) That that Sin (be 
it what it will) which is thy Burden, and 
which thou doft Abhor, and Loath, it 
ſhall never hinder thy being accepted of 
God , or thy going to Heaven , when thou 
ayeſt. 

Thirdly, That Principle (within. thee) 
which hates, and refifts- thoſe horrid, and 
vile Thoughts, which crowd in upon thee 
(be they either darted or injected) into 
thee, by Satan; or ariſe (like ſtinking 
Fumes) from the Fountain of that Impurt- 
ty of thy vile and corrupted Nature) it 1s 
the new Nature, whereof thou waſt made 
à Partaker, in effectual calling; this new 
Nature ftrives agaiaſt the old. Adam's. 


Holy David (though a Man after Gods 


own Heart) ſeems to have been infeſted 
with the ſelf- ſame Diſtemper , of which, 
thou complaineſt; ſee and conſider what 


he complains of. Pal. 119. 113. J hate 
: Vain 
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vain Thoughts, but thy Law do ] love. And 
in Plal. 94. 19. In the multitude of my 
Thoughts within me, thy Comforts delight my 
Soul. Here were Swarms (upon Swarms) 
of Soul-diſtreſſing, and Heart-diftratting 
Thoughts, which crowded in upon him, 
but yet he gave not way to ſinful Diſcou- 
ragement becauſe of them, but oppoſes 
the Graces, and Comforts of Gods Holy 
Covenant to them, and hereby he found 


Releif, According to that in 2 Sam. 23. 


5. Although my Houſe be not ſo with God, yet 
he bath made with me an everlaſt ing Covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure, for this is all 
my Salvation, though he make it not to grow. 
Let David's Diſtreſs (and Aylement) be 
what it will, from without, from within, 
from his Perſonal Sinnings, or his Family's 
ſhort comings; in fearing and ſerving God, 
the everlaſting Covenant of God's free 
and rich Grace, is the Refuge he flies to. 
Do thou as David vid, and fear not, but 
thou wilt find Help, and Releif, as he did. 
It 1s with thee (in this Caſe) as it was 
with Rebeccah, when ſhe ſenſibly felt the 
Twins ſtruggling in her Womb. Gen. 25. 
23. And the Lord jaid, tro Nations are with- 
in thy Womb, 8 

So with thee, here are two Natures, at 
open War, within thee, the old Adam's 


leading to Sin, and the lecond Adam's reſi- 
ing, and hating Sin. 
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Object. 5. I am ſo unconſtant in the Duty 
of Prayer, that I fear my Heart is not 
Sound, and Right with God. 

400. Unconſtancy, and Fickleneſs (in 
walking with God) is a Sin to be bewailed 
and repented of; but not at all to he 2 
Ground (or Cauſe) of e in 
Praying to God, 

Rea/. 1. Becauſe the Diſeaſe, now com- 


Plain'd of, was very incident to the Peo- 


ple of God, ot old; whom (notwithſtand- 


ing their Unconftancy, and Fickleneſs in 
walking in the ways of God) God own'd 


for his own People, and bleſſed them. 
Hoſea 6. 4. 0 Ephraim, what ſhall I do unto 


thee ? O Judah, what ſhall 1 do unto thee? For 
. your Goodneſs is as the Morning Cloud, and 


as the early Dew it gozth away. The 87th 
Pialm 1s full to the Purpoſe, diſcovering 
how unconſtant, and wavering the Iſraelites 
of old were, in walking in Gods ways, and 


yet how wonderfully God bore with them, 


and pardoned them. 

Reaſ. 2. Becaule unconſtancy and fickle- 
neſs is a natural Imperfection, under which 
all Gods Children do groan, and labour 
more, or lets, while in a State of Imper- 
tection. | | Go | 

Thirdly, And whereas that Place in 
Ja. 1. 8. 4 double-minded Man is unſta- 
ble in all bis ways, is (on every occaſion of 


the Beleivers neglecting bis Duty) apply 
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to the Beleiver, as if he himſelf were there 
geſign' d. Every true Beleiver is to know, 
that the Spirit of God (in that Place) 
doth not intend a Man who is (naturally) of 
a changeable (and fickle) Temper; but 
one, whoſe Heart and Soul are divided be- 
tween two Objects, as if the Perſon had 
two Hearts, one for one Objett, and ano- 
ther for another Object. Avne Aiþvy&, 
vir Duplex Animo, A Man who is of a double 
Mind, or who hath two Minds, who is di- 
vided between two Objects, not knowing 
whither of the two to chooſe, or adhere to; 
as when a Man meets with two Path-ways 
before him, and knows not which way of 
the two he had beſt venture on. Such a 
Man, as hath his Heart and Affections di- 
vided between God and his Luſts, being de- 
firous to ſerve both. As the Iſraelites were 
divided betweeen God and Baal. 

This cannot be apply'd to. any Be- 
leiver, becauſe of the Choice he was.ena- 
bled to make in effettual Calling. His 
Heart and AﬀeQtions are not at an un- 
certainty (as touching the Object of their 
Choice) God (in Chrift) is the Object of 
every true Beleivers Choice and Delight. 
Whom have I, in Heaven, but the? ? And there 
is none upon Earth that 1 deſire beſides thee, 


Plal.. 73. 25. My Skates is mine and I am. 
bis, Cant. 2. 16. 
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It is one thing for a Believer to ftart out 
of the way of Duty, through the violence 
of a Temptation: And it is another thing, 
to turn the Back (wiltully ) on God, and 
to chooſe another in his Room. The 
former of theſe, is very common with 
true Beleivers. The other is proper (only) 
to ſuch, as never knew God (Experimen- 
tally) nor choſe him for their God. 

Luther was a Man mightily given to 
Prayer, yet ſo addicted was he, to the ſer- 
ving of God, that he was thence ftyPd (by 
the godly who knew his Zeal and Fervour 
therein) Inſatiabilis dei Cultor , an Inſati- 
able Worſhipper of God. He could ne- 
ver have enough of it, and ſo ſtrong was he 
in Faith, that as often as the Devil ap- 
pear'd to him, ( which was very frequent) ) 
he made him fly. 

This fame Luther, he did (very often) 
bind himſelf, by ſolemn Vows, and Promi- 
ſes to God, that he would keep up a con- 
ſtant Courſe of private Praying to the Al- 
mighty; but (therein) he ſo (frequently) 
miſcarried in (breaking his Vows and Pro- 
miſes about Praying) that he grew aſham'd 
of his unconſtancy; and at length, he vow- 
ed, that he would vow no more. | 

Thy ſinful unconſtancy, thou doſt not 
like, or approve of it, and when ever thou 
doſt trip, or fall, in the way of Duty; 
thou canſt not reſt, till thou return, and 
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getteſt into the way of Duty again; this 
argues that thy Heart is found with God. 

Object. 6. I am as dead, and hard-hearted 
in Prayer, as a Log or Stone: I cannot 
weep, or be rightly affected with my dead- 
neſs. Oh! what ſhall one in my bewildred 
Condition do? | 

Anſw. In four Particulars. | 

Firſt. There is a partial Deadneſs in 
the moſt lively Believer this ſide Glory, 
and if thou hadſt not a Principle of ſpiritu- 
al Life in thy Soul, thou couldſt no more 
feel thy ſpiritual Deadneſs (or complain of 
the ſame) then the Man who is (naturally) 
Dead, can feel himſelf to be Dead, or com- 


plain of the ſame. I may here allude to 


that of Solomon, for the Living know that 


they ſhall die; but the Dead know not any 


thing, &c. Eccleſ. 9. 5. | 

Secondly, There is a ſweet and gracious 
Promiſe left on Record which ſuits thy pre- 
ſent malady. Read, and Apply it (often) in 
Prayer. Exek. 26. 26. A new Heart alſo 
will I give unto you, and a new Spirit will I 
put within you, and ] will take away the Heart 
of Stone out of your Fleſh, and 1 will give you 
an Heart of Fl:ſh. God made Job's Heart 
ſoft, and broken, by the Methods he took 
with him, Job 23. 16. He can, and will do 


the like for thee, if thou continue to plead 


his own Promiſe, watching at Wiſdoms 


Pro. 8. 34. Thirdly, 


Gates, ſtanding at the Poſts of her Doors 
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Thirdly, As to the Caſe of ſhedding Tears 

(in Prayer) I muſt tell thee (affuredly) | 

| that thy Caſe (herein) was mine; while 1 | 
1 was under the Spirit of Bondage, I could 
| not ſhed one Tear, for thoſe Sins under 
_ whoſe Weight I felt my ſelf finking, though 
9 I might gain Heaven thereby. And this 
| became an occaſion of very great Horrour 
and Deſpair in my Spirit. Concluding, that 
becauſe I could not vent my Sorrow and 
Repentance by Tears, that therefore 
God had given me up to judicial Hardneſs, 
I thought (verily) that none were true Pe. 
nitents, but ſuch as did abound in ſhedding 
Tears, but I (afterwards) found my ſelf 
miſtaken in this point: ſhedding Tears de- 
pends more on the Body's Conftitution, and 
natural Temper, than upon the brokennets 
of Heart for Sin. By the ſame Parity of 
Reaſon, that an heard-hearted Hypocrite 
may abound with Tears, for his Sins, and 
yet remain ſtill Impenitent, and harden'd 
in Sin, fo a real Believer may (in reality) be 
truly Penitent, and (evangelically) forry 
for his Sins, and yet have not one Tear to 
ſhew. Thy want of Tears is ſupplied and 

made up by a far better Gift, even thoſe 

unutterable Groans produced in thy broken 
Heart, by the Holy Ghoſt. Herein thou 
excelleſt all weeping Hypocrites' Living. 
They may abound with Tears (which are 
but a Work of Nature) but thou — 
wit 
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with ſanctify'd Groans, which are ſuperna- 
tural; even the free Gift and powerful 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. Rom. 8. 26. 

Fourthly, And whereas thy Caſe ſeems 
to be ſo dark, and puzzelling, that thou 
knoweſt not what to do, let me adviſe thee 
to two things. 

Firſt; Beware thou judge not thy felf 
(with Reference to thy State, or God's 
dealing with thee) by Senſe, or carnal Rea- 
ſon. The Footfteps of the Almighty (in 
his Providential Diſpenſations towards ſome 
of his Children in this World) are not ea- 
fily traced, or found out. Pſal. 79. 19. 
Thy way is in the Sea, and thy Path in the 
great Waters, and thy Footſteps are not known ; 
Clouds and Darkneſs are round about bim, 
Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habitati- 
on of his Throne, Plal- 75. 2. Let Gods 
dealing with thee be never ſo intricate 
yet herein lies the comfort and ſecurity of 
thy drooping Spirit, viz. That Riglite- 
ouſneſs and judgment are the Habitation 
of his Throne. He cannot (poſſibly) take 
a wry (or wrong) Step. His Providential 
Diſpenſations, and the Promiſes of his Holy 
Covenant, will (in the End and ive of af- 
fairs) meet and agree. 

Secondly, Though God ſeems not only to 
hide his Face on thee, but alſo to write 
bitter things againft thee,go thou on ſtill to 
wait on him, ind.to truſt in him. Let Job's 
| Reſolution 
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dition muſt England be in, ſeeing how great 


mies to Regeneration work) the generality 
of profeſſing Proteſtants in England are. If 


but he who 1s a righteous Man, viz. Righ- 


tectual Calling; and that God will loath 


by humane Art, and Learning, How few 
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Reſolution be thine. Although he ſlay 


me, yet will I truſt in him, Job. 13. 15, 
None can give thee better Advice in thy 


| Caſe, then God himſelf. Eſa. 50. 10. Who 


is there among you that feareth the Lord, 
and obeyeth the Voice of his Servant; 
that walks in Darkneſs, and hath no Light, 


let him truſt in the Name of the Lord and 


ftay himſelf upon his God. And now to 
ſhut up the whole with a Word or two of 
Uſe and Application. 

Firſt, Learn hence to know, and cond. 
der, if what I have diſcourſed on this Sub- 
ject prove true, (as I ſtedfaftly believe it 
will) how wretched and deplorable a Con- 


Strangers (and not only ſo, but open Ene- | 


no Man will prove a prevaller with Gol, 


teous by the imputed Righteouſneſs of the 
Son of God, and Righteous by a principle 
of Sauctification wrought in the Soul in Et- 


and abominate all Prayer, and Prayers, 
which are not inwrought in the Soul by the 
quickening and ſanktifying Energy of the 
Holy Ghoſt, but deviſed and ſtarched up 


Perſons in the Kingdom ( comparatively ) 
will be found fit to draw near to a departing 
God? And 
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Right Prayer. 145 
And how few of the many thouſands of 
Prayers ( ſuch as they are) which are put 
up to God by England's ſpiritual Guides, 
how few muſt thoſe Prayers be, which God 
will accept as pleaſing to him? 
This may ſeem ( to ſome ) a great plece 
of Unchritablenels, and Cenſorlouſneſs, to 
have ſuch low and contemptible Thoughts 
of the great and wiſe Men of the Land, 
who are advanced to the Dignity of facred 
Office, as to think, or ſay, that neither 
theit Perſons, nor yet their well-compoſed 
Prayers will be accepted of God; in anſwer 
to whom, I need no more than to repeat 
what I have already afhrm'd, viz. That the 
Man whom God will vouchſafe to hear, he 
muſt be a Man who 1s new Born, not one 
who laughs at Regeneration-W ork, account- 
. ing it no better than a Fhanatick Dream, 
l He muſt be a Man who is not a Stranger to 
the Spirit of Prayer, but one who is acted 
by the mighty Efficiency of the Holy Ghoſt, 
who teacheth all true Believers to call Gd 
£ | Abba Father, and that not in a Rotary way, 
+ or in a formal cuſtomary Manner, as is too 
too much in faſhion in theſe ſinful Kingdoms, 
but in Faith and fervent Love and Zeal in 
. the Soul within ſet on Fire by the TRE of 
e Þ | 
Grace. | 
Secondly, Learn hence how precious and 
1 valuable right Prayer is; many, indeed, 
laught at it, accounting it no better than a 
4 9 meer 
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meer piece of canting Stuff, an Argument 10 
that ſuch Scorners were brought up in the I. 
very Suburbs of Hell. Others have taken C 
a liberty to ſay, That praying by the Spirit « 
is a praying by the Devil, an Argument 4 
that ſuch are the Off- ſpring and Succeſſors | 
of thoſe blaſpheming Phariſees, (now in 1 
Hell) who charg'd the Son of God with 

caſting out Devils by Belzebub the Prince of J 
Devils. But what flight ſoever prayer- IB 
les and blaſpheming Wretches put on ſpiri- |” 
tual Prayer, molt certain it is, that among p 
all the various and differing Sounds and I 
Voices of God's Creation, none ſo pleaſing Þ© 
and delightful to God, as that of right by 
Prayer. The Prayer of the Upright, is by un 
God himſelf, call'd his Delight, Prov. 15. B 
8. And in Cant. 2. 14. It is ſaid to be ſweet |** 
to Chriſt, and that as it is the Voice of the 1 
New Creature, begotten of God, and for- 


med by the Spirit of Chriſt in the renewed > 
Soul of a true Believer, 0 
Right Spiritual Prayer is (as J may ſay ) c 


the Key which unlocks the Door of the 
Store-Houſe of God's precious Promiſes, 
and fetches. in ſuitable and ſeaſonable Sup- 
phe out of the fulne which is in Chriſt, | 
for all his Members. It was the laying of 
Ferom, That, Nibil charius emitur quam quod 
precibus emitur , Nothing (ſaid he) is more 
dearly bought than what 1s buught by Pray- 
er. Not that Prayer can merit any good 
| at 
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Right Prayer. 
at the Hand of God, but as: right Prayer 


preſents to God the ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt his Son, and that powerful Interceb 


fon which he makes in Heaven, which are 


the meriting and procuring Cauſes of all 
that good, which all Believers either e 
or ſtand in need of. 

Mr. Dod us'd to fay, that a Bellever 1s 
well enough, while he can pray, though he 
hath nothing of Earthly Comforts to help 
or ſupport him. 

Luther, whenever he heard that a ftorm 


of Perſecution was a coming on the Church- 


es of Chriſt, he would run to Prayer, and 
ſing the 46th Pſalm, crying out, Now let 
God rule tbe World as be pleaſetb. Were the 
Believers in England as ſtrong in Faith, and 


as well acquainted with the Spirit of right 
Prayer, as he was, we ſhould not put that 
Honour on the Enemies of England, as to 
fear what they can do to effect the overthrow 


of God's Heritage in the Land. But woe 
and alas, the generality of Exgland's Pro- 
feſſors (yea, the moſt Spiritual of true Be- 


levers themſelves) are moſt wretchedly 


prone, to let their Thoughts and Tongues 
run out upon Enquiries; What Men have 
we in Parliament? In what Pofture is 
our Fleet? What ſhall we do, if we loſe 
the Stra igbis Trade, more than they are to 
Ive by Faith, and to rejoyce in the lively 
Hope, and fixed Expectation of what God 


(who 
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( who cannot lye ) hath not ty promiſed, 


but even ſworn he will do for his People ; 
Deliverance? This is (in my Judgment) A 
as ſure an Argument ot the Spirit's being 0 
withdrawn from us, and of Religion being 0) 
in a dwindling Condition in the- Nation, as 0 


any I can name. The Lord affect us al 
with it, before it prove too late. It would 
prove no ſmall Mercy to Eglund, could we 
but took on the Tyrant of France, to be no 
other than (as indeed he is) a Rod in the 
Hand of the All-effecting Providence of 
that God, againft whom we all have 00 


greatly, and heinouſly; and that we would 
with greateſt concernedneſs conſider, that 
it is not ſo much with the Rod of God's 
Wrath we have to do, as with the Hand that] 
holds it. If God hath not (judicially) 
given England up to be a prey to its Ene- 
mies, he will (1 doubt-not) ſend forth ſuch an 
Effuſion of his good Spirit into the Souls off 
the Believers in England, as will ftir up, 
and ſet on work the Spirit ef Prayer, which 
will give God no reft untill he let this Rod 
fall to the Ground, or elſe caſt it into the] 6, 
Fire. | p. 
Right Prayer will prove of greater forceſ fu 
both to haſten the Enemies utter overthrow, ſj | 
and the Churches Deliverance, than all the P 
Reſolves in both Houſes of Parliament, to; 
encourage a War with France; and that 


all the Arms in the new Armory, in the 
Top 
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Right Prayer. 
Tower of London, &c. to which I add; and 
than all the Fleets we have at Sea, and the 


Allies we have abroad, if we had ten thou- 
ſand times as many as we have. And that 


on the account of its engaging Omnipoten- 
cy, to ariſe for the Churches Help and 
Relief. 
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Age 2. for Iſa. read Ja. 5.16. p. 16. l. 18, 
P r. to the utmoſt of his power. p. 20. l. 18. r. 
Gal. 4. 30. p. 29. J. 3. for perfection r. perfect. 
p. 30. I. 22. ſtop ar Zealots. p. 73. the laſt line, 
ſupply the word waſte which was omitted. p. 8 2. 
. 20, for the read this. p. 94. l. 15. read of the 
Power and Purity of Goſpel Religion. p. 97. l. 3. 


T. manners. p. 1099 I. 12. for 44. r. 34. p. 122. 


l. 17. the Parentheſis is wrong. p. 126. I. 6. fo 
K redundant. p. 127. 1. 17, wrong pointed. 
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